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Middleburg’s housing markets achieve high ranking

This Middleburg house was on the market for less than 48 hours before the owners had 
a signed contract.

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

MIDDLEBURG – A study of 
Florida’s housing markets found 
Middleburg as the second-highest 
healthiest housing market in the 
state.

Last month, SmartAsset, a 
consumer-focused � nancial ser-
vice, released its seventh annual 
study about the healthiest housing 
markets in the state. Middleburg 
ranked only behind Lakeland 
Highlands in SmartAsset’s Healthi-
est Housing Index, a combination 
of several factors. Clay County 
was listed as the 554th healthiest 
housing market in the country by 
SmartAsset.

The study weighed factors 
including risk of loss, the ease of 
selling a home, stability and home 
costs as a percentage of local me-
dian income.

According to SmartAsset, 
Middleburg residents live in their 
homes for approximately 12.8 
years. The study found that Mid-
dleburg homes stay on the market 
for about 72 days and cost 17.5% 
of a buyer’s income. Middleburg 
ranked among the lowest in aver-
age homes with negative equity 
and homes decreasing in value 
with 12.7% and 15.9%, respec-
tively.

Clay County real estate agents 
shared insight on the market.

Watson Realty broker Rich 
Zeisel said the county’s homes 
have appreciated by 18% in 2021, 
an extremely high � gure, and he 
wouldn’t be surprised if prices 

increased at a similar or at a slightly 
lower level next year.

“It’s economics 101: supply and 
demand. The builders cannot keep 
up with demand,” Zeisel said. “There 
is rapid appreciation.”

Zeisel said Clay County School 
District’s progress and general quality 
of life make Middleburg and the rest 
of the county an attractive proposi-
tion for homebuyers. The First Coast 
Expressway will connect Middleburg 
residents to Interstate 10 and I-95, 
easing some transportation issues 
that are a burden.

He expects an explosion of 
growth in Green Cove Springs and 
Lake Asbury, but Middleburg has a 
lot to offer.

“Middleburg is a diverse area,” 

Zeisel said. “You’re still able to get 
some property with the home.”

Realty Masters’ Frank Florio is a 
realtor with 20 years of experience in 
the area. He said Clay County follows 
the trends of housing markets across 
the country: low inventory and high 
demand. Competition for homes is 
high, he said.

“Very few homes are on the 
market,” Florio said. “When some-
thing shows up, it gets jumped on by 
everyone and his brother.”

The appeal of the Middleburg area 
is that it’s close to everything a per-
son may need, but 10 minutes away 
from nature, Florio added.

“It’s a mix of rural and suburban 
life,” Florio said. “People from big cit-
ies really like this.”
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Headbangers and 
hip-hoppers

Clay County Agriculture Fair unveils its eclectic music lineup
By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Like a 
choice between a giant turkey leg, 
deep-fried butter or funnel cake, the 
2022 Clay County Agriculture Fair 
concert lineup will have something 
for every musical taste.

The sounds of heavy metal rock, 
rap, hip hop, beach, techno, country 
and funk will echo from the Cattle-
man’s Arena in what general manager 
Tasha Hyder calls “the most diverse 
lineup we’ve ever had.”

Seven nights of concerts starts on 
opening day, March 31, with award-
winning hip-hop artist Nelly and 
Green Cove Springs’ Dj BG. It ends 
with Shenandoah, which charted 26 

singles on the Billboard Hot Country 
Songs, on April 6.

During’s Wednesday’s announce-
ment, Hyder said the association 
decided to mix up its lineup after 
soliciting ideas from fans.

“We actually listened to our fair 
guests,” she said. “What we’ve heard 
was they wanted to hear more than 
country. We will never get away from 
country music because that’s who we 
are. But we’re going to have a variety 
of genres, try to get a little something 
for everyone.”

Hyder took a chance a year ago 
when she signed Vanilla Ice and Tag 
Team (“Whoomp, there it is!”) for a 
Monday night show, and it proved to 
be one of the fastest-sellouts in fair 

history. Heavy metal legends Quiet 
Riot and Warrant will be joined by 
St. Augustine hair metal cover band 
Papercutt on April 1, followed by 
Lorrie Morgan, Deana Carter, Colton 
Chapman and Brian Congdon the fol-
lowing night.

On April 3, Rodney Atkins, Tracy 
Byrd and Congdon will perform. Sub-
lime with Rome and Split Tone will 
play on April 4 and Walker Montgom-
ery, Kameron Marlowe and Jameson 
Rodgers will bring more country 
music on April 5.

Hyder expects the demand for 
tickets to be as diverse as the lineup. 
She said Nelly has played at other 
fairs and his shows were quick to sell 
out.

“If you want tickets to these 
shows, you need to get your tickets 
now,” she said. “I hope our fair guests 
receive it well. We worked really hard 
with this lineup. It will sell very well.”

Gate tickets include general ad-
mission to the shows. Reserved and 
VIP seating costs extra.

Gate prices are $10 for adults, $7 
for seniors 60 and older and children 
between 6-12. Advanced sale tickets, 
available at ticket outlets and on the 
fair’s website, are $7 for adults and $5 
for seniors and children.

“It’s going to be a fun year,” Hyder 
said. “Get your tickets now.”

A complete schedule with re-
served and VIP seating prices is avail-
able at www.claycountyfair.org.

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The plan to 
develop a wooded area near the in-
tersection of Orange Avenue and Fer-
ris Street into an upscale shopping, 
restaurant and residential area moved 
another step toward fruition Tuesday 
night, but not before the Green Cove 
Springs City Council were challenged 
to protect most of the live oak trees 
that would cut down.

Despite the pointed concerns 
from resident Joe Sobotta, the coun-
cil voted 4-0 to change the zoning 
at 310 S. Orange Ave. from Commer-
cial High Intensity and Institutional 
Future Land Use to Central Business 
District and to amend the Gateway 
Corridor Commercial Zoning District 
to Central Business District.

Although the plan still must pass 
a series of studies and challenges to 
conform to city ordinances before 

getting � nal approval next year from 
the council.

Sobotta told the council it may be 
moving too quickly without con-
sidering how a development would 
change the city’s “quaint” atmo-
sphere.

He said younger generations were 
more concerned with “eating a ham-
burger and drinking a beer” from a 
rooftop than appreciating the history 
behind many of the trees on the lot.

“You’re hear to protect the city, 
not bulldoze everything down and 
put up buildings,” he said.

Councilman Van Royal and May-
or Ed Gaw quickly defended the 
city’s rules, saying any construction 
must comply with existing ordi-
nances. Planning and Zoning Direc-
tor Michael Daniels said in most 
cases those rules include replacing a 
downed tree by planting a new one.

The council seemed more con-

Upscale downtown project moves to next round of scrutiny

Joe Sobotta said he wasn’t against 
progress, but he implored the Green Cove 
Springs City Council to make sure the 
town’s charm -- and trees -- aren’t plowed 
over in the process.

cerned with how the current plans 
for 38 townhouses, a restaurant, bar 
and retail shopping on the 1.23-acre 
plot would � t into the city’s current 

requirements for minimum parking 
spaces. Royal, who recused himself 
because he co-owned land with one 
of the representatives of the project, 
said implored the city to work with 
Cypress Management and Design to 
make sure both sides � nd common 
ground.

“This [project] sets a template for 
us for the next 20 years,” he said. 
“We’ve been working toward having 
something of this magnitude.”

City manager Steve Kennedy said 
the city has the latitude to tweak its 
ordinances to satisfy both parties.

“We shouldn’t fall on our sword 
over 20 parking spaces,” he said.

“Green Cove is on the ascent,” 
Gaw said. “But the lowest hole in 
that bucket is parking.”

Depending the results of several 
studies, including traf� c and parking, 
� nal plans are expected to be sub-
mitted to the council in January.
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Limited boarding available for active client 
members only. Reservations required. Prices 

starting as low as $26.70/night. (effective 1/2022)

Dog Grooming by Christin: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveA Woman-Owned Small Business

Earn a 6.25% savings on all future 
services with our Vet2Pet loyalty 
program. Get our app, AHOP VET, 
and start earning today.

We acceptWe accept &&

MON 7AM-8PM | TUE, WED, THUR 7AM-7PM | FRI 7AM-6PM | SAT & SUN CLOSED    
Contactless payment and major credit cards accepted

Proud Members of IVAPM, AVMA, FVMA, JVMS, AAFP, and Fear Free Professional

COVID-19 Announcement: Our lobby is open. Masks will be required 
regardless of vaccination status. We cannot afford to lose anyone to mandatory 
quarantines as it will impact our Hospital services and appointment availability 
for your furbabies. We are appointments only**; we are not accepting walk-ins. 
Please have patience as we have limited staffing to support these protocols. 
The health and safety of our employees and customers remains our top priority. 
Please text, call, or go to the lobby when you arrive. Thank you for your patronage 

and patience. ** Check our website: oakleaf.vet for any new updates.

Proudly Serving the Oakleaf  Community for over 14 YearsProudly Serving the Oakleaf  Community for over 14 Years
Dr. Glenda Wiechman | Dr. Sarah Paschall

8483 Merchants Way | Jacksonville, FL 32222 | (904) 317-6555 | oakleaf .vet  

Keep your furbaby happy and safe on New Year’s Eve
Microchipping can help reunite family; well-fitting collars and harnesses 
with identification; and securing your furbaby in an enclosed room can 
help block out loud noises and prevent an accidental escape. Don’t let 
them suffer from anxiety and stress this Holiday. We can help, ask us how.

Keep your furbaby happy and safe on New Year’s Eve

Call for appointment (904) 317-6555

• High Definition Digital X-Ray
• Cryotherapy
• Cat and Dog Lodging & Daycare
• Bathing/Grooming
• Glaucoma (Eye) Testing
• USDA Health Certificates
• Nutritional Counseling
• Behavioral Medicine
• DNA Genetic & Health Testing Panel

• Wellness Exams
• Real-Time Ultrasound Imaging
• Laser Therapy
• Vaccinations
• Dental Care with Digital X-Ray & Ultrasonic Scaler
• Non Invasive Digital Thermal Imaging
• Dermatology
• General Surgery
• Diagnostic Lab On-Site

Because Your Pet Matters

starting as low as $26.70/night. (effective 1/2022)
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starting as low as $26.70/night. (effective 1/2022)

Dog Grooming by Christin: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They DeserveDog Grooming by Christin: Give Your Furbaby The Love & Affection They Deserve

Keep your furbaby happy and safe on New Year’s Eve
Microchipping can help reunite family; well-fitting collars and harnesses 

Keep your furbaby happy and safe on New Year’s Eve

Call for appointment (904) 317-6555Call for appointment (904) 317-6555

Wishing you a Healthy and Happy New Year!Wishing you a Healthy and Happy New Year!

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

FLEMING ISLAND— A Purple Heart 
recipient and veteran of World War II 
Paci� c Theater battles in Saipan and 
Iwo Jima died Nov. 25. He was 102.

On Sept. 30, 1919, Winton Wright 
Carter was born in Rockingham, 
Georgia, which was three months 
after the Treaty of Versailles was 
signed. Carter en-
listed in the U.S. 
Marine Corps in 
the summer of 
1939 and served 
for 22 years, re-
tiring as a Master 
Sergeant.

During the 
Second World 
War, Carter 
served on the 
USS Tattnall, at 
Coco Solo United States Naval Sub-
marine Base in the Canal Zone and in 
the South Paci� c and Central Pa-
ci� c areas. He completed Parachute 
School about four months after the 
attack on Pearl Harbor.

Carter was awarded a Purple 
Heart on June 15, 1944, after he was 

wounded from � ghting on Saipan 
Island in 1944. According to remarks 
on the House � oor by then-Rep. Ted 
Yoho for Carter’s 100th birthday, 
Carter was present for the iconic � ag-
raising on Iwo Jima.

Carter’s experience in Saipan is 
brie� y captured in author James 
H. Hallas’ “Saipan, The Battle That 

Doomed Japan in World War II.” Cart-
er is not quoted in the book directly, 
but he describes the woodsmoke in 
Japan reminding him of Florida. A 
shell struck his tank, killing the driver 
and another passenger. Carter, struck 
by a piece of shrapnel, helped pull 
a severely wounded man out of the 
shallows to the beach.

In 2019, Carter’s 100th birthday 
was recognized at the county’s Veter-
ans Appreciation Day ceremony. For-
mer County Commissioner Gayward 
Hendry, also a Marine, read a proc-
lamation declaring Sept. 30, 2019, as 
“Winton Wright Carter Day.”

“I think that when he reports 
to that � nal duty station and walks 
through those gates to the good lord, 
maybe the commandant is going to 
say, ‘Welcome home brother. You’re 
a good and faithful servant.’” Hendry 
said. “So, amen for Winton Wright 
Carter and those millions like him.”

Carter’s daughter, Karen Martin, 
said her father was kind, but quiet 
about his service. Carter did not fre-
quent parades or similar-style events.

“I was overwhelmed at � rst, seeing 
all the things he had done,” Martin 
said. “I’m just so proud he did all the 

things that he did. He didn’t brag 
about it. He was quiet about it.”

In the 1970s, Carter moved to Clay 
County to work in civil service after 
his military career. His nickname to 
some was “Sarge.” Martin said her 
father was kind and reserved.

“Even when we were kids … we 
would roughhouse,” Martin said. “He 
was so calm. All he would do was 
say something and we would respect 
him. He was just a very laid-back 
person.”

Martin said Carter was an active 
member and ordained deacon at 
Fleming Island Baptist Church, now 
Crosspointe Church. Carter had a love 
of � shing, walks and taking his travel 
trailer across the country with his 
wife Norma Jean. They were married 
for more than 60 years.

Martin also recalled Carter meet-
ing with a small group of veterans for 
breakfast.

“He had a good life, so that’s a 
blessing,” Martin said.

Carter’s funeral was held at the 
Jacksonville Memory Gardens on 
Dec. 2 with full military honors from 
the Marine Color Guard.

Clay County Marine WWII vet laid to rest at 102

Winton Carter
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Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily re� ect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county com-

mission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a 
few moments to write us a letter. All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling 

and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 
and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and 
spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to Man-
aging Editor Don Coble at don@opc� a.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

Don Coble

Five years ago, 2016

• Owners of Club Chameleon 
nightclub on Wells Road reach a 
$75,000 settlement with the county 
after it was shuttered by restrictive 
ordinances in 2012.

• Timothy Jermaine Henderson 
was charged with attempted second-
degree murder after his shot his 
estranged wife’s new boyfriend on 
Blairmore Boulevard.

• Incoming Sheriff Darryl Daniels 
announces Ray Waldon will serve as 
the Undersheriff, Barry Abramowitz 
as the Director of Services and Chris 
Coldiron as Director of Professional 
Standards.

10 years ago, 2011

• Several members of Clay County 
Fire and Rescue were ordered to 
take drug tests after an investiga-
tion found several medications were 
“compromised” on rescue units.

• Paul Richard Beseler, the father 
of Clay County Sheriff Rick Beseler, 
dies in Green Cove Springs.

• Green Cove Springs Planning 
and Zoning Director Francis “Lee” 
Bentley was selected as the new city 
clerk after rescinding his withdrawal 
of his application.

30 years ago, 1991

• The Clay County School Board 
is contemplating a plan to expand to 
year-round schools.

• The Clay County Health Depart-
ment declares a “measles emergency” 
after one case was reported.

• More than $3,300 was col-
lected and used to help buy toys for 
children during the annual J.P. Hall 
Children’s Charities Party.

40 years ago, 1981

• Herman Estill Looney is sen-
tenced to 60 years for the second-de-
gree murder of Green Cove Springs 
minister Bobby Knight.

• The Clay County School Board 
draws up new district lines and 
transposes Districts 3 and 4.

• The Clay County Young Demo-
crats give school Superintendent 
Jesse Tynes and Sheriff Jennings 
Murrhee Good Government Awards.

SEE LGBTQ, 5

By Don Coble
Managing Editor

The Florida Gators got some 
good news Tuesday when 
quarterback Jack Miller an-

nounced he was transferring from 
Ohio State to play for the Gators 
next year – 
just days after 
Florida starter 
Emory Jones 
announced he 
plans to trans-
fer away from 
Gainesville.

Terms of 
their “deals” 
weren’t re-
leased.

College players jump from team 
to team with the same frequency of 
a dropped pass by the Jacksonville 
Jaguars. As a fan, it’s impossible to 
embrace a college team when the 
roster changes every year. College 
rosters always are evolving, but 
complete overhauls every year is 
troubling.

For example, guard Charlie 
Moore now is playing for his fourth 
college basketball team. He started 
at California, moved to DePaul, 
then to Kansas and now he’s play-
ing for the Miami Hurricanes.

Why? Because players have the 
freedom of movement – and the 
ability to cash in on the highest 
bidder.

Anyone who believes college 
sports is about getting an education 
is delusional. It’s big business. And 
with the NCAA’s decision to allow 
athletes to get their share of the 
pie, athletes can go to the highest 

bidder.
A week ago, the top high 

school prospect shocked the col-
lege landscape by changing his 
commitment to Florida State and 
signing with Jackson State. A new 
rule that started on July 1 allows 
student-athletes to pro� t from their 
identities and endorsement deals. 
Travis Hunter, a running back from 
Suwanee, Georgia, decided to play 
at the smaller Historical Black Col-
lege and University school.

As a program, nobody believes 
Jackson State has the money to pay 
Hunter. But if a rich booster wants 
to throw cash at Hunter, there’s 
nothing the school can do to stop 
it – even if they wanted to.

Moments after Hunter’s surpris-
ing announcement, many believed 
Jackson State already set up a 
Name, Image and Likeness deal 
with supporters of the athletics 
department. Head coach Deon 
Sanders quickly debunked the ploy, 
but Hunter is free to get paid with 
endorsements and appearances.

Ole Miss Coach Lane Kif� n 
doesn’t like pay-for-play, saying 
“the kids are going to go where 
they get paid the most.”

This Week 
in History

College transfer portals emphasize 
endorsements, not winning games

DOE removes the anti-bullying 
page after inquiry about 
the site’s LGBTQ resources

By Renzo Downey
For FloridaPolitics.com

The Florida Department of Edu-
cation has removed an anti-bul-
lying portal from its website, 

including links to LGBTQ advocacy 
groups.

DOE removed the anti-bullying 
page after the Florida Capital Star, 
a right-leaning online publication, 
inquired about the LGBTQ resources 
listed on the site, sparking a content 
review on the page. The inquiry pre-
cipitated related 
changes to the 
DOE webpage 
for the Of� ce of 
Safe Schools, cre-
ated under the 
2018 Marjory 
Stoneman Doug-
las High School 
Public Safety Act, 
until DOE can re-
view the content.

When pulling 
the bullying portal, the department 
removed links to state anti-bullying 
policy, LGBTQ advocacy groups and 
other bullying prevention resources.

Lawmakers this spring passed 
the Parents’ Bill of Rights, which 
states that public schools cannot 
infringe on the “fundamental rights” 
of parents to direct the upbringing of 
their child — extending to decisions 
about education, health care and 
mental health. Gov. Ron DeSantis’ 
administration and DOE has used 
the legislation to ban blanket mask 
mandates in schools. But during 
the 2021 Session, debate centered 
around fears from LGBTQ advocacy 
groups and allies that the legislation 
could reveal to parents the gender 
identity or sexual orientation of chil-
dren who came out at school before 
coming out at home.

The bullying portal included links 
to the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services’ StopBullying.
gov and its page addressing bully-
ing in LGBTQIA+ Youth. Until this 
fall, the page instructed educators to 
protect children’s privacy, guidance 
that could run afoul of the Parents’ 
Bill of Rights.

“Be careful not to disclose or 
discuss sexual identity issues with 
parents or anyone else, without the 
young person’s prior permission, un-
less there is an immediate threat to 
their safety or wellbeing,” the page 

Renzo Downey

Anyone who believes 
college sports is about 
getting an education is 

delusional. It’s big business. And 
with the NCAA’s decision to 

allow athletes to get their share 
of the pie, athletes can go to the 

highest bidder.
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read.
Groups like the pro-LGBTQ civil 

rights group Equality Florida criti-
cized the DeSantis administration for 
pulling the website, calling it a “stag-
gering escalation of its anti-LGBTQ 
agenda.”

In a statement, Equality Flor-
ida Executive Director Nadine 
Smith called for the links to be rein-
stated.

“Attacks on LGBTQ students from 
Tallahassee are fueling a toxic, dan-
gerous environment on the ground,” 
Smith said. “From the passage of 
explicitly anti-transgender legislation 
this year to proposed legislation that 
would jail doctors and parents for 
providing lifesaving medical care to 
transgender children, a politically-
motivated assault on the LGBTQ 
community is putting young people 
at risk. Vulnerable youth deserve 
better than a DeSantis Administra-

tion intent on putting them in harm’s 
way in order to score cheap political 
points.”

Other links removed from the 
DOE website included the depart-
ment’s model policy against bullying 
and harassment for school districts 
and a checklist for school districts 
when developing anti-bullying policy.

DOE’s Of� ce of Safe Schools, 
which answers to the Education Com-
missioner, currently Richard Corco-
ran, was created after the shooting 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School to provide safe learning envi-
ronments for students and educators.

n
Renzo Downey covers state govern-

ment for Florida Politics. After gradu-
ating from Northwestern University 
in 2019, Renzo began his reporting 
career in the Lone Star State, cover-
ing state government for the Austin 
American-Statesman. Shoot Renzo 
an email at renzo@� oridapolitics.
com and follow him on Twitter @
RenzoDowney.

LGBTQ
from page 4

“We’re in free agency but there 
are no contracts,” Kif� n told the 
Clarion-Ledger newspaper. “I really 
hope for these kids they’re getting all 
the money they’re being promised at 
these schools when they get there. 
Because there’s a lot of money being 
promised so I hope for them they get 
it.”

While athletes should be allowed 
to control and pro� t from their like-
ness, there are massive loopholes in 
the program. Coaches can use out-
side endorsements as an additional 
recruiting tool.

Heisman Trophy-winning Alabama 
quarterback Bryce Young already had 
deals worth “seven � gures” before he 
made his � rst start for the Crimson 
Tide.

“Our OB has already approached 
ungodly numbers, and he hasn’t even 
played yet,” Alabama coach Nick 
Saban said. “It’s almost seven � gures.”

Make no mistake: that was a 
recruiting pitch for other � ve-star 
athletes.

“That number blew me away,” Kif-
� n said at the SEC preseason press 
conference.

“I think it’s very challenging to 
� gure out how these things happen, 
what’s legal, what’s not.”

Central Florida quarterback Dillon 
Gabriel left the Knights and accepted 
a “deal” at UCLA after considering of-
fers from Oklahoma.

South Carolina women’s basket-
ball star Aliyah Boston was signed 
to represent Bojangles, and Penn 
State offensive tackle Caedan Wallace 
was hired as a spokesman for a car 
dealership and athletic clothing store 
during his freshman season.

Fresno State women’s basketball 
twins Haley and Hanna Cavinder 
work for Boost Mobile; Kansas 
basketball star Mitch Lightfoot is a 
front man for 1-800-Got-Junk; LSU 
quarterback Myles Brennan pitches 
Smoothie King; and, Mission BBQ 
has the entire Notre Dame offensive 
line under contract.

Incoming Tennessee State bas-
ketball player Hercy Miller had a $2 
million endorsement from Web Apps 
America before he started his fresh-
man season, while Miami quarter-
back D’Eriq King got $20,000 to be 
the face of College Hunks Hauling 
Junk and Moving and Murphy Auto 
Group.

If a business skips a payment, the 
players are welcomed to re-enter the 
transfer portal to � nd a new deal. 
That makes college athletics more 
about bank balances from supporters 
than building a winning program.

Winning 
from page 4

Clay County Fire Rescue celebrates graduation of seven recruits

CLAY COUNTY – Clay County Fire 
and Rescue grew by seven Tuesday 
following the graduation of the latest 
recruiting class and the promotion to 
engineers for three current � remen. 
From left, Engineer Jasen Hernandez, 
recruits Brandon Day, Ryan Futch, John 
Belli, Austin Huggins, Austin Helm, 
James White and Ryan Rhodes and 
Capt. Billy Futch take a moment after 
the recuits were sworn into o�  ce, and 
they received their station assignments. 
All were pinned by family and friends 
shortly after they took their oaths. 
Also, Jason Arzie, Garrett Crider and 
Steven Piotrowski all were promoted to 
Engineers.
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By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

MIDDLEBURG – Students are getting 
ready for the real world with electri-
cal and automotive Career and Tech-
nical Education courses at Middleburg 
High.

The electrical classroom contains 
the framework of a house, built by 
carpentry students, that’s just under 
2,000 square feet. Students are shown 
how to wire different areas of the 
structure.

“It’s basically how a house would 
be wired in public,” instructor Billy 
Mathis said.

Mathis is a veteran of the � eld and 
passes on his knowledge to students 
over multiple levels. On the house’s 
exterior are outlets, switches, lights 
and doorbell chimes.

The � eld needs workers with elec-
trical experience and certi� cations, 

Mathis added. Students complete 
projects around the school, from 
hooking up lights to golf carts to sta-
dium improvements.

“Here, they get all that base 
knowledge. They can skip a year of 
apprenticeship,” Mathis said. “They’re 
learning how to control power and 
send it where you want it to go.”

On Monday morning, Mathis said 
his high-level seniors were on track 
to well-paying jobs.

“They become like your children. 
I’ve had this group for four years,” 
Mathis said. “… Absolutely I’m proud 
of them.”

Senior Blake Bar� eld wants to 
work in the � eld after high school. 
At a base level, the coursework on 
switches and outlets can be used in 
everyday life, he said, but Middle-
burg’s electrical program gives stu-
dents the ability to seek apprentice-

ships.
“It’s a lot of learning and pre-

paring you for things you wouldn’t 
expect,” Bar� eld said. “It’s cool learn-
ing how to do it all and how to do it 
yourself.”

Close by is a garage where auto-
motive career and technical education 
students work on cars.

Teacher James Jourdan said 
students can earn certi� cations like 
painting and � nishing, and structural 
and damage repairs. The cars worked 
on are usually donations. Students 
can also work on individual parts like 
hoods or fenders.

“They’ll gain the experience and 
they’ll have the certi� cations to go 
with it,” Jourdan said. “In today’s 
world that will give you a leg up.”

Other tasks include restoring a 
Chevrolet Chevette, safely learning 
how to prepare a car or repairing a 

chip with a sander.
“A lot of these take a lot of time,” 

Jourdan said.
Edward McCreary said the pro-

gram is giving him skills for the 
future. The class gives him a chance 
to work with his hands, he said.

“You go to the shop and have fun, 
it’s like fun, but it’s work,” McCreary 
said. “These [Automotive Service Ex-
cellence] certi� cations carry over with 
us into our jobs.”

Principal Martin Aftuck said CTE 
programs, of which Middleburg 
has 14, can help get some students 
through the day. He said the goal for 
every student is that they either go to 
college, join the military or become 
gainfully employed.

“Because of the skills and trades 
they’re learning here, I think it’s a 
testament to what our teachers do,” 
Aftuck said.

STAFF PHOTOS BY NICK BLANK

The Career and Technical Education program at Middleburg offers work skills like con-
struction and electrical servicing for students.

Most of the cars in the automotive department are donated. Students can get hands-on 
experience working on them so they have a head start in the workforce after graduation.

Conduits and cars: MHS programs set up students for careers
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By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

FLEMING ISLAND — Clay County 
School District board members have 
new district boundaries and num-
bers, though there was some conten-
tion, and a 3-2 vote, among board 
members about synchronizing the 
numbers with the county.

The boundaries were changed 
with a unanimous 5-0 vote to accom-
modate population increases from 
the 2020 census. Earlier this month, 
the BOCC altered their map to match 
the district’s map.

At a school board meeting last 
week, Board 
Chairwoman 
Mary Bolla said 
there are instanc-
es where voters 
see county and 
school district 
candidates from 
their areas with 
different num-
bers. She said she 
didn’t believe in 
doing something 
just because it had always been done 
that way.

“When people move to the coun-
ty, which is happening in droves at 
this stage in the game, it is incredibly 
confusing to people,” she said.

Board member Janice Kerekes 
asked about the cost to make the 
changes. In her experience, phone 
calls or emails from concerned voters 
about district numbers have been 
few and far between.

Kerekes said she didn’t think 
changing the numbers was necessary 
at all.

“I’ve been on the board 11 years 
now, and I’ve had one or two people 

Clay School Board members 
create new district boundaries

say, ‘What are the different num-
bers?’” Kerekes said. “I think our vot-
ers are smart enough to know what 
district they’re in. They get a sample 
ballot.”

Board member Ashley Gilhousen 
said she has received emails that 
start with a person writing they don’t 
know who repre-
sents them.

“I think this 
[change] does 
give a strong im-
age to the public, 
that we represent, 
that we want to 
be accessible, 
and we want to 
work together,” 
Gilhousen said.

Board mem-
bers Tina Bullock and Kerekes voted 
against the resolution to change 
district numbers. Bullock said the 
county and district are separate enti-
ties, but they do collaborate.

“This is where I think it’s ap-
propriate for collaboration,” Bullock 
said after the unanimous boundary 
change vote. “I don’t think mak-
ing our numbers match is what we 
should have done.”

In other business 
The district also approved adver-

tising the rezoning of Oakleaf High 
students to Orange Park High School 
to relieve capacity issues next school 
year. A similar vote followed to re-
zone Oakleaf Junior High students to 
Orange Park Junior High. The board 
voted 4-1 on both measures with 
Kerekes the dissenting vote.

Most of the rezoning affects the 
Argyle area. After an emotional pub-
lic hearing last month with parents 
and students speaking against the 
change, Kerekes asked if anything 
more could be done.

“I just feel like we could have 
looked more and looked at different 
ways rather than just taking that one 
part of Argyle and moving it,” she 
said.

Gilhousen wanted an open house 
for new students to acclimate to the 
Orange Park schools. Bolla, whose 

district lies in Oakleaf, said the re-
zoning is frustrating and she knows 
several families impacted. She dug 
her heels in against the move last 
year, she said, but Oakleaf has 2,700 
students and capacity concerns.

“It’s incredibly frustrating because 
I also know how Oakleaf is. I know 
they have been asking us as a board 
for years now to make some chang-
es,” Bolla said. “This is one of the 
most dif� cult decisions we’ll be mak-
ing and there will be more dif� cult 
decisions in the future.”

Mary Bolla

Jance Kerekes
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Clay Chamber approves new 
council for Keystone Heights

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – The 
Clay Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors of� cially approved a 
new Council to be located in Key-
stone Heights.

The Council will be known as 
Lake Region Prosperity Partners. Pa-
tricia Evans, President of Bradford 
and Clay County Capital City Bank, 
has been working alongside Keystone 
Heights City 
Manager, Lynn 
Rutkowski, to lay 
the foundation 
for the formation 
of the council. 

The Lake 
Region Devel-
opment Cor-
poration is 
sponsoring the 
new Council. 
LRDC Executive 
Director Scott Kornegay said, “We are 
very excited to announce the forma-
tion of this new Council and proud to 
be sponsoring this much-needed re-
source for the Lake Region. LRDC is 
committed to assisting with sustain-
able business and economic growth 
in our area and this is just one more 
example of that commitment.”

The Clay Chamber of Commerce 
recognized the need to have a physi-
cal presence, to focus on, and be 
an advocate for the smaller and more 
rural communities in the county. 
The Lake Region Prosperity Part-
ners Council of the Clay County 
Chamber of Commerce will be com-
prised of small businesses, sole pro-
prietors, and individuals who meet 
regularly to share ideas, challenges, 
opportunities and best business prac-
tices.

The Council promotes businesses 
throughout the county, providing 
them resources for the issues they 
face such as insurance, business 
banking and lending, legal ser-
vices, and marketing. The Council 
focuses on increasing commerce 

and education for business owners 
as well as providing opportunities 
to network. It is a cross between 
an “industry/topic” Council and a 
peer group.  The Council will fo-
cus on continuing to expand eco-
nomic development programming 
that highlights the unique qualities 
of the Keystone Heights Lake Re-
gion by connecting existing resources 
to coordinate efforts. 

Rutkowski has been working 
on this initiative for a number of 
years. Wendell Chindra, President of 
the Clay Chamber, spoke with Rut-
kowski earlier this year and informed 
her of the appointment of Patricia 
Evans to the Chamber Board of 
Directors. Upon Evans’s appoint-
ment, she and Rutkowski began the 
legwork to form the Council. They 
reached out to Kornegay about the 
possibility of sponsoring the Coun-
cil and he took it to the LRDC Board 
for discussion.

The LRDC Board subsequently 
approved the sponsorship and Ko-
rnegay began working with Rutkows-
ki and Evans to formally establish 
the Council. Chamber Board Member 
Dana Heisler is serving as liaison and 
advisor to the new Council. 

The LRPP will hold its � rst mixer 
on Jan. 27 in Keystone Heights.

Verano Holidngs opens MUV 
Orange Park Dispensary

ORANGE PARK – Verano Holdings 
Corp., a leading multi-state cannabis 
company, announced the opening 
of a new MUV Florida dispensary, 
located at 68 Blanding Blvd. Orange 
Park is the third MUV dispensary in 
the greater Jacksonville area, joining 
existing locations in Jacksonville and 
Jacksonville Beach. The new store-
front is positioned at the heart of 
the city’s shopping corridor directly 
across the street from Orange Park 
Mall, a high-traf� c commercial area.

“We’re thrilled to open another 
convenient MUV dispensary to serve 
our suite of high-quality cannabis 
therapeutics to the growing Jackson-

Business Briefs 

Patricia Evans

ville medical cannabis community,” 
said John Tipton, President of Verano. 
“With three Jacksonville area MÜV 
dispensaries and local delivery ser-
vice, we’re pleased to offer enhanced 
patient accessibility and convenience 
to the region’s rising population. We 
look forward to serving the Orange 
Park community and Jacksonville 
area patients with our assortment of 
premium cannabis products.”

As a demonstration of their com-
mitment to providing a convenient 
and reliable experience for Florida 
patients, MUV dispensaries feature 
online menus for effortless brows-
ing of their extensive, award-winning 
product selection. For additional con-
venience and accessibility, patients 
can choose to order ahead at muv� .
com for express in-store pickup or 
take advantage of a home delivery 
service that is available across the 
state within a 20-mile radius of MUV 
storefronts. MUV offers one-on-one 
virtual and in-store consultations at 
no cost to the patient. MUV’s compre-
hensive product selection includes 
MUV Wana Soft Chew edibles, choco-
lates and lozenges, � owers, pre-rolls, 
an array of vaporizer pens, concen-
trates, metered-dose inhalers, topicals 
and oral sprays; along with patented 
encapsulation formulations in its 
EnCaps capsules, tinctures, 72-hour 
transdermal patches and transdermal 
gels. For more information about the 
new Orange Park medical canna-
bis dispensary, including hours and 
available MUV products, visit muv� .
com.

NAI Hallmark Arranges Hagan 
Ace lease in Orange Park

ORANGE PARK – NAI Hallmark, 
a leading commercial real estate 
brokerage and property management 
� rm in Jacksonville, announced it 
recently secured a new retail lease 

on behalf of Iron Point Titan Asset 
Management.

Hagan Ace Hardware signed 
a lease for 11,820 square feet at 
Park Central Plaza located at 1464 
Park Ave. in Orange Park. Hagan 
Ace Hardware will anchor the 
88,782-square-foot shopping center 
that is also home to Dollar Tree and 
multiple government of� ces.

Situated on U.S. Highway 17, the 
property boasts a central location 
and convenient access to Fleming 
Island, Interstate 295, and NAS-Jack-
sonville. The location is expected to 
open next summer.

Company President and Owner, 
Bill Hagan plans continued expan-
sion on the company horizon.

The Orange Park location will be 
the Hagan family’s 10th store with 
another location coming in 2022, the 
60th anniversary year of Hagan Ace 
Hardware.

“We are thrilled to be opening 
our 10th Hagan Ace Hardware and 
fourth Hagan Coastal Out� tters loca-
tion in the Orange Park community,” 
he said. “We look forward to serving 
our neighbors there for the next 60 
years and beyond.

NAI Hallmark’s Senior Associate 
and Retail Specialist, Eric Yi repre-
sented the landlord in the transac-
tion. Stephanni Morton of Echoes 
Realty represented the tenant.

“Very excited to have Hagan Ace 
Hardware join the tenant mix at Park 
Central Plaza. Serving as an anchor, 
they will bring new life and traf� c 
to the retail center, which is well-
positioned on the Park Avenue cor-
ridor just north of Kingsley Avenue,” 
said Eric Yi, Senior Associate at NAI 
Hallmark. For more information 
regarding the lease of Park Central 
Plaza in Orange Park, Florida, or any 
questions relating to retail sales and 
leasing, please contact Eric Yi at ey@
naihallmark.com.
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Local EXIT Realty o�  ces 
welcome new team members

CLAY COUNTY – Local EXIT 
Realty af� liated of� ces are 
pleased to announce the addi-
tion of the following individuals 
to their teams of dedicated real 
estate professionals.

• Susan O’Connell has joined 
EXIT Real Estate Gallery located 
at 865 Hibernia Road on Fleming 
Island.

• Pam Ye has joined EXIT 
Magnolia Point Realty located 
at 3616 Magnolia Point Blvd. in 
Green Cove Springs.

• Eric Alija and Shelly Clouser 
have joined EXIT Real Estate 
Gallery located at 1075 Oakleaf 
Plantation Pkwy., Suite 100, in 
Orange Park.

Berkshire Hathaway 
Homeservices Realty 
welcomes Hernandez

FLEMING ISLAND – Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Florida 
Network Realty is pleased to 
welcome Sequora Hernandez to 
the Fleming Island/Orange Park 
of� ce.

“I’m 
pleased to 
welcome 
Sequora to the 
Fleming Island 
Of� ce. Se-
quora worked 
as an Adminis-
trative House 
Supervisor, RN 
at the Orange 
Park Medical 
Center prior to obtaining her real 
estate license. Sequora is a Flem-
ing Island native who’s excited 
to share her love of the neigh-
borhoods and communities of 
Northeast Florida with her clients. 
I’m thrilled she’s joined Florida 
Network Realty, and feel con� -
dent in her success here,” said 
Linda Benson, Broker/Manager 
of the Fleming Island/Orange 
Park of� ce. For more information, 
Sequora can be reached by phone 
at (904) 994-6685 or at Sequora.
Hernandez@FloridaNetworkReal-
ty.com and website: SHernandez.
FloridaNetworkRealty.com.

Sequora Hernandez

By William Davis
Steel Mill Fleming Island

‘Tis the season to be jolly, 
to have family around, go 
to holiday parties, and of 

course to make resolutions. In the 
world of nutrition and � tness train-
ing, it seems like a broken record 
of advice and talking people off the 
cliff. After one month only 64% of 
people have kept a resolution. So, 
what can you do to ful� ll your self-
promises?

Start small and lay out a plan. 
Small steps and more importantly 
actionable steps 
are the only way 
to make your 
resolution stick. 
Below I will lay 
out � ve tactics to 
help you have a 
� ghting chance 
at reaching your 
goals. Now I will 
warn you these 
tactics are not 
sexy, and they 
are certainly not what your television 
or social media will be selling you. 
However, after a decade of work-
ing with clients, I promise you these 
tactics work.

1. Make your goal particular 
and attainable: Most people have a 
very vague goal in mind when they 
set resolutions. “I want to drop 50 
pounds,” sounds great but that is 
too vague. Why do want those 50 
pounds off? Why choose 50 and not 
40 or 60? There is usually an emo-
tion attached to a number when 
dealing with weight loss. This emo-
tion usually exists because the goal 
weight was somewhere the client 
has been before and was happy. The 
client is overweight and thus, not 
happy any longer. Give your goal 
micro-steps. Instead of saying I want 
to lose 50 pounds, say I want to lose 
20 pounds by March and lose an 
additional 10 pounds every 90 days 
till my goal is met. This gives the 
goal multiple attainable steps and 
includes a timeline to get there.

Less is more: 
How small steps help your resolutions become realities

William Davis 

2. Start slow with your workout 
routine: If you do not currently work 
out then jumping into a � ve-day 
schedule is a recipe for disaster. If 
you currently do not workout start 
with one to two days a week for 
three to four weeks. After your body 
has adapted to this you can add 
another day. Keep in mind to incor-
porate rest days into your schedule. 
If you do not know how to exercise 
properly, you need a coach. Don’t 
risk injury just because you are afraid 
to ask for help.

3. Switch your nutritional habits 
slowly: A sure way to cause failure 
and frustration is to try to burn the 
pantry and replace it with all new 
foods. My suggestion is to switch out 
one single meal with healthy options. 
If you think having healthier choices 
for dinner is an easy switch, then 
start there. DO NOT pick the hardest 
meal to change. It is already hard for 
you so let’s not make it worse. After 
you change out one meal you can 
choose a second to swap out. The 
reality is just changing foods will de-
crease your caloric intake and make 
a big difference. Choose foods you 
enjoy to make this easy.

4. Change your environment and 
include family: This simply means if 
you can set up your home or work 
environment to have a healthier daily 
impact, you will set yourself up for 
success. Getting rid of junk food 
will make it easier to stay focused. 
Get your family involved. Explain to 
your family the journey you are on 

and ask for help. Include kids in the 
shopping and cooking process. It is 
a lot harder to binge on sugar and 
foods when they aren’t in your face.

5. Up your daily activity. Go for 
a walk once a day is something I 
preach to all my clients. If you sit all 
day, try a standing workstation or 
stand for part of the day and work. 
Take stairs versus riding an eleva-
tor. Park further in the parking lot at 
stores and generally make yourself 
be a little more active than usual. 
Again, including the family will make 
it into a bonding experience. Hik-
ing and bike rides are great ways to 
incorporate the family unit.

The ideas here are simple to grasp 
but harder to put into practice. No 
number of quick-� x drinks, fad diets, 
or at-home exercise equipment have 
ever made someone healthy. Most 
have plenty of items stashed in the 
closet to prove this. Habit change 
and small lifestyle changes are the 
only true way to become healthy for 
a sustained period of time. Happy 
Holidays.

n
William Davis has been in the � t-

ness industry for 11 years and he’s 
run Steel Mill Fleming Island for eight 
years. He’s also a USA weightlifting 
sports performance and USA power-
lifting club coach, a CrossFit Level 2 
trainer, PN nutrition coach, CrossFit 
powerlifting trainer, aerobic capac-
ity trainer, movement and mobility 
trainer and rowing trainer.
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More than 1,000 children get new 
toys at 40th annual event

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The � rst 
car arrived at the Clay County Fair-
grounds for the J.P. Hall Children’s 
Charities Christmas Party at 5 p.m. 
Friday – 16 hours before the gates 
opened for the 40th annual toy give-
away to local children.

Whether out of desperation or 
the need to be in and out quickly 
ahead of a work shift, hundreds of 
cars packed the back parking lot by 
daybreak, and children, most still in 
pajamas, were waking up to the real-
ity of having gifts under the tree on 
Christmas morning.

“Even if one kid gets a Christmas 
gift who normally wouldn’t, it’s a 
success,” said charity president J.P. 
Steinmezt.

More than 1,000 children got a 
stuffed animal and four large toys. 
All were broken down by ages and 
whether they were for a boy or a girl. 
And half of the children could pick a 
bicycle from a selection of more than 
650.

“We gave away 500 bikes,” Stein-
mezt said. “Every child that wanted 
a bike, got one. The ones who didn’t 
get a bike didn’t want one – whether 
it was because they already had a 
bike or they didn’t have room for it.”

Like a year ago, toys were given 
away in a drive-thru format. Numbers 
were written on the front windshield 
100 yards away from the pickup 
point inside the Cattleman’s Arena. 
Volunteers then radioed the speci� c 
needs for that car. When the car got 
inside the arena, they were met by 
volunteers, including Santa Claus and 
Teresa Oliverio, who was working 
her 39th Christmas Party, each child 
could pick from a large assortment of 
new stuffed animals. From there, they 

pulled up where other volunteers al-
ready had gifts bagged for each child. 
From there, parents had the option to 
leave, or pull over to another build-
ing to pick out a bicycle.

“I think the big thing was to see 

Peterbrooke Chocolatier @ Oakleaf Town Center
9640 Crosshill Blvd., Ste. 106 • Jacksonville, FL 32222 • 904.771.4355

HANDMADE CHOCOLATE
Peterbrooke was founded in 1983, with
a mission to bring the art of European

chocolate making to the United States. 
Peterbrooke chocolates are handmade in

small batches and tastefully packaged with care.

The legacy – and the need – continues for J.P. Hall Children’s Charities Christmas Party

a child’s face when they got close, 
especially when they got the plush 
toy,” Steinmezt said. “Our numbers 
this year matched 2018, so it was a 
big success.”

The volunteers also assured suc-
cess. Green Cove Springs City Coun-
cilman Van Royal donated his time, 
along with members of the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Of� ce, including 
Sheriff Michelle Cook, Clay County 
Fire and Rescue, Orange Park United 
Methodist Church and other longtime 
members of the charitable organiza-

tion.
The event was open form children 

from newborn thru 14 years old, but 
free clothing from the Orange Park 
Clothes Closet was available for the 
entire family.

The only requirement was proof 
of residency in Clay County. There 
was no paperwork or signup neces-
sary.

“In a perfect world, we wouldn’t 
need this,” Steinmezt said. “But until 
we get to that point, we will be here.”



THE THE OAKLEAFOAKLEAF  Thursday, December 30, 2021 1111

GULF WAR VET
RON SHOLES
ATTORNEY

Mary L.
855-WE-FIGHT

637 Blanding Blvd.     Orange Park, FL 32073

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY – Armed with a trailer 
and a truck, a dental hygienist is hop-
ing to help Clay County seniors with 
mobile dental care in the new year.

Heather Lynn-Crews runs Smiles 
to You and has lived in the county 
for more than 40 years. She has been 
a dental hygienist for about 20 years 
and the COVID-19 pandemic spurred 
the idea for a mobile operation.

Lynn-Crews said senior centers 
had a gap in care. Most people have 
their natural teeth later in life and live 
longer than before, she said.

“There was a huge need at the 
senior centers,’’ Lynn-Crews said. “It 
struck me that we need to bring a 
dental of� ce to people.”

Dental hygienist sets sights 
on mobile care for seniors

Transportation is hard for facilities, 
staf� ng is down, and caregivers of 
the seniors have a hard time getting 
off work to take them to the dentist, 
Lynn-Crews said.

“COVID made it hard to go to a 
brick-and-mortar facility. [Seniors] 
could still fear COVID, have to go to 
cancer treatments or have social anxi-
ety,” she said. “There is such a need 
for mobile dentistry. It’s easier and it’s 
cheaper.”

Lynn-Crews acquired a trailer 
earlier in the year and will be as-
sisted with administrative duties by 
her daughter, a health administration 
major. The goal is to start by Janu-
ary, though the amount of red tape is 
substantial, she said.

“It’s going to be surreal for me [to 

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK — A local Marine 
who served in the Vietnam War has 

written a book he hopes will 
help those suf-
fering from post-
traumatic stress 
disorder.

Edgar Maroon, 
who is from Or-
ange Park, wrote 
“PTSD, Not All 
Wounds Are Visible: 
Veterans and Active-
Duty Members of the 
U. S. Armed Forces,” 
which was published 
in October. In the 
book, Maroon details 
his struggles with 
PTSD and story of miti-
gating the condition that 
af� icts between 11-30% 
of veterans from combat 
situations according to 
the National Center for PTSD.

“Mostly, I wrote this book for 
me,” Maroon said. “I learned a lot I 
didn’t know. It’s something that I did 
to help out people who have these 
problems.”

He intended the 
book as a guide 
to understanding 
PTSD symptoms, 
causes, triggers 
and living with 
the disorder. He 
said there is hope 
through treat-
ment, counseling 
and therapy. The 
book tackles 
everything 
from veterans’ 
resources, � ling 
taxes or ser-
vice dogs.

Maroon’s 
Cavalier King 
Charles Span-

iel is a loyal and helpful 
companion, he said, keen to follow 
him and take good care of him.

“When I get upset, she knows it 
before I know it,” Maroon said. “She 
gives me the love that somebody in 
that predicament needs.”

Working through the pain and 

anguish with professionals was Ma-
roon’s way out. Part of the book tack-
les what not to say to a veteran, such 
as “Get over it.” Maroon tells veterans 
they are not alone.

“You can’t get over it. You have 
to work through it until you’re good 
again. You can get better – and I 
have,” Maroon said. “I had a bad at-
titude. I just wanted to be by myself. 
I had bad dreams about my time in a 
combat zone.”

Through many rewrites, the � rst-
time author’s vision of a book was 
realized. Maroon’s aim is putting his 
knowledge together to assist some-
one in need. “It’s not easy to write a 
book. I’m just a retired Marine who’s 
been through all this stuff, writing 
now is for my mental health,” Maroon 
added. “I did a lot of research and I 
read so much about PTSD and people 
with it and I knew exactly how they 
felt.” “PTSD, Not All Wounds Are 
Visible: Veterans and Active-Duty 
Members of the U. S. Armed Forces” 
is available at major online retailers 
Amazon and Books-A-Million.

Veteran using book to empower himself, other PTSD vets
written a book he hopes will 

Wounds Are Visible: 
Veterans and Active-
Duty Members of the 
U. S. Armed Forces,” 
which was published 

book, Maroon details 
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of veterans from combat 
situations according to 
the National Center for PTSD.
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book as a guide 
to understanding 
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causes, triggers 
and living with 
the disorder. He 
said there is hope 
through treat-
ment, counseling 
and therapy. The 
book tackles 
everything 
from veterans’ 
resources, � ling 
taxes or ser-
vice dogs.

Maroon’s 
Cavalier King 
Charles Span-

iel is a loyal and helpful 
companion, he said, keen to follow 
him and take good care of him.

start], honestly. I’ll be so happy to do 
what I’ve been longing to do for this 
past year,” Lynn-Crews said. “It will 
happen. We’ll do it the right way.”

Lynn-Crews has a large network 
of contacts for referrals, she added. 
Lynn-Crews said she has a collabo-
rated agreement with Fleming Island-
based Dr. John Verville.

In other states, dental hygienists 
can own their own practices, but Flor-
ida laws require them to be licensed 
under a dentist. For a mobile practice, 
there are a few targeted areas den-
tal hygienists can treat on their own, 
which includes senior centers.

“I wish one day we could have 
more power in the state of Florida,” 
Lynn-Crews said.

There is internet on the 26-foot 
trailer and it can also accommodate 
a dentist. Most of the forms can be 
done electronically. It has the capabil-
ity for teledentistry, uses cloud-based 
software for � les and can take patient 
photographs.

“I feel like everyone deserves af-
fordable preventative dentistry,” Lynn-
Crews said. “The dental of� ce can 
come to you.”

Lynn-Crews can be reached 
at heatherlynnsmile@gmail.com.
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Ridgeview grad’s screenplay garners festival nomination
‘The Jackal’ highlights ‘concept 
of home and what it means’

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Coming 
home during the COVID-19 pandemic 
led Ridgeview 
alum Guy Fisher 
III to re� ect on 
what he’s accom-
plished in the � lm 
industry and what 
he wanted to 
build on.

His screenplay, 
“The Jackal” was 
a 2021 summer 
semi� nalist at the 
Los Angeles International Screenplay 
Awards. Fisher describes “The Jackal” 
as a neo-western about an aging bar-
� y returning home.

“Ultimately, the goal is for it to 
become a feature with production 
behind it,” Fisher said. “It’s about 
the concept of home in your life and 
what that means.”

The screenplay mirrors Fisher’s 
own pandemic experience in Los 
Angeles and moving back to Green 
Cove Springs. He was working as an 
assistant editor when the pandemic 
began. Suddenly, many in the � lm 
industry had job uncertainty and the 
city was hit hard. Masks and grocer-
ies were not readily available, Fisher 
said.

“It felt like the end of the world,” 
Fisher said. “For example, Hollywood 
Boulevard was completely barren. 
There wasn’t a soul there. It was like 
that feeling before a hurricane.”

Fisher, who could continue to 
work post-production jobs remotely, 
� gured it would be a good time to 
spend with family in Green Cove. 
Though grateful he could keep work-
ing, it was strange to work on � lms 
from his room, he said.

“It’s a weird juxtaposition,” Fisher 
said. “I would have dreamt to be 
in LA and work on movies [in high 
school], but I can come back to my 
childhood room and be closer to 
that.”

No path to Los Angeles is the 
same. Fisher and his friends began 
with putting googly eyes on Mexican 
food for a small YouTube following 
on a channel called “Chalupa Wars.”

“We were always making little 
videos and putting them on You-
Tube. We deleted [the channel] out of 
embarrassment,” Fisher said with a 
laugh.

At the University of South Florida, 
Fisher majored in biomedical science 
for a short time. He recalled trying 
to make a news show at the school 
while realizing all the work a medical 
degree required. A tough conversa-
tion with his parents followed soon 
after about his career change.

Fisher said the transition from 
medical aspirations to the editing and 
post-production � eld required hours 
upon hours of video tutorials and 
focus.

“I realized then, I didn’t want to 
give up this path. I wanted to ex-
plore,” he added. “There is a chance 
to be creative and be OK and be 
stable. It was not a clear path. It took 
eight months to � nd my � rst job.”

Fisher has worked on TV shows 
like the “Handmaid’s Tale,” “The Ex-
panse” and “The Mysterious Benedict 
Society.” He has credits for the horror 
� lm “The Unsettling” and with mar-
keting on the TV adaption of “The 
Lion King.” He was a production 
assistant with “America’s Got Talent” 
in 2019.

“It’s exactly as crazy as you think 
it would be,” he said.

Fisher’s torso was used on the 
poster for the feature “Free Guy,” 
which was released in August. The 
star of the � lm, Ryan Reynolds, was 
too busy and his head was photo-

Guy Fisher lll

shopped in later.
“That was fun timing for a guy 

named Guy to be on ‘Free Guy,’” 
Fisher said.

The next couple of things on the 
horizon for Fisher are a pair of music 

documentaries. Fisher said he didn’t 
know what his journey would look 
like, but his work put him in the 
right direction.

“It’s a journey that’s continuously 
unfolding before me,” he said.

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

LAKE ASBURY — Two local pageant 
state titleholders aren’t just in it for 
the glitz and glamor, but as a way to 
advocate for causes, showcase talents, 
gain new skills and secure college 
tuition. Two Lake Asbury sisters at-
tending Clay High – junior Ashlynn 
Barr and senior Taylor Barr – are 
heading out for American Pageants’ 
National Pageant in Atlanta this 
weekend. Ashlynn is Junior Miss of 
Teen of Florida and Taylor is the Miss 
Teen of Florida.

Pageants aren’t like the drama of 
TV shows like “Toddlers and Tiaras,” 
the sisters said. Ashlynn Barr de-
scribes it as a relaxed atmosphere 
where contestants are friendly.

“Every time I’ve gone to pageant, 
[contestants] are like, ‘Hey, can I have 
your Snapchat? Can I have your Insta-
gram?’” Ashlynn Barr said.

“We get along pretty well with 
people in our age groups,” Taylor 
Barr said. Not every pageant is the 
same, contestants portray their skills, 
address platforms and are inter-
viewed by judges. Public speaking is 
a must. Even though the pair has a 
coach, the goal is being as genuine 
as possible.

“Pageants are always looking for 
someone who’s unique, has a cause 
and is genuine,” Taylor Barr said. 
“It’s always good to make sure you 
have a plan ... you want to be engag-
ing, making it so it doesn’t seem as 
rehearsed as it really is.”

Far from a popularity contest, 
the judges look for contestants to 
be well-rounded. Both said they’ve 
grown from competing.

“Pageants have helped me to 
realize how far academically I’ve 
improved and it improved my self-
esteem,” Taylor Barr said.

“The interviews will seriously 
help when I apply for a job,” Ash-
lynn Barr said. Taylor Barr wants to 
increase the acceptance of learning 
disabilities like ADHD and dyslexia. 

Ashlynn Barr advocates bringing 
awareness to sex traf� cking, partner-
ing with Jacksonville-based nonpro� t 
Rethreaded, which bene� ts victims of 
sex traf� cking. “The awareness could 
be better,” Ashlynn Barr said. “I feel 
like people should know more about 
it and Florida is No. 3 in the U.S. [for 
sex traf� cking].”

Taylor Barr has her sights on 
medical school, while Ashlynn Barr, 
in the advanced stages of Clay High’s 
carpentry program, is looking at 
trade schools.

The pair haven’t competed against 
each other. “I’m not sure what our 
mom would say,” Ashlynn Barr said. 
“It would be kind of nice.”

Clay High sisters vie for 
national pageant titles

Taylor Barr, top, and her sister Ashlynn 
Barr will compete in national pageants in 
Atlanta this weekend.
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PHOTO BY U.S. NAVY BY M. BREEDEN

Amaya stands watch in support of Indo-Paci� c region

Left, Lt. Iman Amaya, a graduate from Oakleaf High stand watch in the pilot house aboard 
Independence-variant littoral combat ship USS Charleston (LCS 18) during routine opera-
tions. Charleston, part of Destroyer Squadron Seven, is on a rotational deployment in the U.S. 
7th Fleet area of operation to enhance interoperability with partners and serve as a ready-
response force in support of a free and open Indo-Paci� c region.

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

ORANGE PARK — Ridgeview High 
School’s Academy of Teaching and 
Learning functions as a school within 
a school, allowing students to earn 
childcare-related certi� cations and 
gain experience with Pre-K age chil-
dren.

Students can attend the program 
for four years to earn a Child De-
velopment Associate certi� cation, 
according to teacher and head cheer-
leading coach Aimee Stutz. Students 
spend the early parts of the program 

learning laws regulations, including 
testing from the Department of Chil-
dren and Families, before the hands-
on learning with the “Little Paws.”

Most of the program’s 21 children 
are brought by Clay County School 
District employees. Stutz said her 
courses are meant for adults and are 
rigorous. She said about 120 students 
are in the program over the four 
levels.

“So many more employment op-
portunities open up when they have 
this,” Stutz said. “They’re more mar-
ketable really.”

Ridgeview’s on-site childcare bene� tting students, children
STAFF PHOTO BY NICK BLANK

Ridgeview High o� ers childcare-related certi� cations through its Academy of Teaching and Learning program.

Stutz said the courses give stu-
dents life experiences.

“My [students] love working with 
kids. For me, I knew I wanted to be a 
teacher from a young age, so I want 
to give them an opportunity to get 
them to have that experience,” Stutz 
said. 

“Once they get their certi� cations 
they can teach early-level childhood 
classes. It gives them the opportunity 
to feel out the career they potentially 
want to be in for the rest of their 
life.”

Rachel Inman, a Ridgeview senior 
with four years in the program, was 
giving two children a lesson about 
Thanksgiving. Inman said the pro-
gram helps her understand children 
and develops patience and creativity.

“Everything we do right now will 
re� ect on them as they get older,” 
Inman said. “They have so much fun 
with it. We get to be so creative.”

There is a major focus on learn-

ing, social and emotional develop-
ment or simply keeping the children 
occupied. Last week, Inman’s lesson’s 
plans targeted the children’s motor 
skills.

“I know it’s a class I’m getting 
graded for, but I’m not under the 
pressure I usually am with classes. It 
doesn’t feel like a class,” Inman said. 
“It’s a happy, positive environment 
with the kids. They’re always full of 
so much light.”

Principal Becky Murphy said the 
program is a wonderful opportu-
nity for the students to explore a 
career. The children also get access 
to a highly interactive program, she 
added.

“Students having the ability to pur-
sue it if that’s something that interests 
them,” Murphy said. “If they pass all 
of their certi� cations, they can work 
in a daycare facility, which is a nice 
job to have during college.”
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Students better prepared to 
enter workforce, continue 
education

By Kathleen Chambless
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – For so many peo-
ple, graduation from college is one of 
the most important and exciting days 
in life.

For students of St. Johns River 
State College, that day arrived on 
Thursday, Dec. 16. Students from 
across Northeast Florida gathered 
at the Thrasher-Horne Center of the 
Arts for the 2021 Fall Commencement 
ceremony.

Many of the 
graduates from 
SJR State are 
adults seeking 
higher education 
than what they 
started with in 
the job market. 
Students choose 
to take speci� c 
courses for certi-
� cations they need. And some pursue 
an associate or bachelor’s degree to 
push them towards the top of the list 
for job applications or internal pro-
motions and job growth.

Korey Lebrasseur is a former nurs-
ing assistant who graduated from the 
SJR State College’s EMT Certi� cate 

program. Though Lebrasseur has 
been a nursing assistant for 21 years, 
her long-term goal has been to be-
come a � ight medic.

“Completing my EMT certi� ca-
tion was the � rst stop on the way,” 
Lebrasseur says. “I’m continuing my 
degree program in the paramedic 
program. In ten years, I see myself 
on a helicopter 
taking care of the 
critically ill.”

Two students 
were dual enroll-
ment students. 
They completed 
the requirements 
for their high 
school diplomas 
alongside the 
requirements for 
their associate’s degree. Mallory Zike, 
a student at Fleming Island High, 
has just completed her associates in 
arts transfer degree. After graduation 
from FIHS, she intends to transfer 
to Embry Riddle University to study 
aeronautical engineering.

Katlyn Grif� n from Middleburg 
High also completed her AA transfer 
degree and will transfer to Clemson 
University to study psychology.

Both graduates had similar things 
to say about the experience of study-
ing at SJR, and the challenges and 
bene� ts it provided. Both mentioned 
� exible scheduling. “I enjoyed having 

Local students earn diplomas at St. Johns River State College

Mallory Zike

Korey Lebrasseur

Katlyn Grif� n Morgan Harmon

the � exibility 
SJR State offered 
through their 
class selection. 
SJR State of-
fered morning 
and night classes 
that better � t 
my schedule 
than high school 
classes did.” Grif-
� n said.

Professor availability and � ex-
ibility also impacted both graduates 
immensely, with Zike commenting “I 
enjoyed being able to communicate 
easily with my professors and being 
able to speak with the staff when I 
have questions.”

The genuine care and interest that 
professors have for their students is 
something I heard echoed by all the 
graduates.

Morgan Harmon, a graduate and 
recipient of the Collier-Blocker Schol-
arship, said: “All the teachers and 
staff here are so friendly, understand-
ing, and encouraging. They want you 
to succeed as much as you do. They 
provide help and support with smil-
ing faces.”

The graduates were all driven and 
determined, especially recognizing 
the importance of accessible higher 
education. Scholarships, closeness to 
home, and affordable programs in a 
variety of subjects draw in students 

from Clay, Put-
nam and Baker 
counties to the 
Orange Park 
campus.

 Many of them 
graduate with 
further clar-
ity besides their 
further educa-
tion. Lebrasseur 
continues to fol-
low her dream of providing medical 
aid in high-pressure situations. Zike 
aims to earn a pilot’s license and 
take to the skies as a personal and 
commercial pilot. Grif� n went into 
psychology at the recommendation of 
her professor Heather Milam and her 
experience taking human growth and 
development and psychology classes. 

Harmon plans to attend Central 
Florida and earn her bachelor’s in 
business as she continues to write 
novels and poetry while starting her 
own entrepreneurial endeavors.

Despite the differences in the 
students’ projected career paths, one 
thing is clear. 

The chance to learn at SJR State 
College gave them the stepping-
stone they needed to push further 
and achieve their dreams. Education 
is the path to progress, and these 
graduates are shining examples of its 
importance.

Reedy earns Top College of 
Nursing and Health Sciences 
graduate honors at Valdosta 
State

VALDOSTA – Kyleigh Gail Reedy 
of Middleburg was the recipient of 
the Fall 2021 President’s Award for 
Academic Excellence for the College 
of Nursing and Health Sciences at 
Valdosta State University.

The President’s Award for Aca-
demic Excellence is presented to the 
graduating student with the high-
est grade point average in each of 

College Briefs 

Kyleigh Gail Reedy

VSU’s six colleges – Harley Langdale 
Jr. College of Business Administra-
tion, College of Nursing and Health 
Sciences, College 
of the Arts, James 
L. and Dorothy 
H. Dewar College 
of Education and 
Human Ser-
vices, College of 
Humanities and 
Social Sciences 
and College of 
Science and 
Mathematics.

Reedy was recognized during 
VSU’s 232nd Commencement on 
Dec. 11. She will graduate magna 

cum laude with a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing and an Honors College 
Certi� cate.

“I am extremely blessed and hon-
ored to be named the top graduate 
of the College of Nursing and Health 
Sciences, as it has always been some-
thing I have strived for,” she said. 
“Balancing the nursing program and 
being on the women’s soccer team 
here at VSU was not always easy, 
with there being many tears shed and 
late nights spent studying. However, 
my experience at VSU also brought 
me my best friends and the best sup-
port system I could have ever asked 
for.

“Looking back at all that I have 
done here at Valdosta State, I can 
con� dently say that my hard work 
has allowed for my dreams to start 
becoming reality, and I could not be 
more proud of the woman I have 
become. As always, go Blazers!”

As a student at VSU, Reedy played 
for the Blazer women’s soccer team 
and volunteered her time to support 
the community as an elementary 

school and youth soccer volunteer.

Theodore Viens makes 
Presidents List at Cumberlands

WILLIAMSBURG, Ken. – In rec-
ognition of academic performance, 
the Of� ce of the Vice President for 
Academic Affairs at the University of 
the Cumberlands announced Theodor 
Viens of Green Cove Springs as one 
of the students who earned a spot on 
the President’s List for the fall 2021 
semester.

To be eligible for the President’s 
List, students must be enrolled in 
at least 12 credit hours, maintain a 
minimum cumulative grade point 
average of 4.0, receive an “A” grade in 
UC Engage, and be in good academic 
standing.

University of the Cumberlands is 
one of the largest and most afford-
able private universities in Kentucky. 
Cumberlands is an institution of 
regional distinction offering quality 
undergraduate, graduate, doctoral, 
and online degree programs. Learn 
more at ucumberlands.edu.
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Two Fleming Island students 
on Dean’s List at Berry

ROME, Ga. – The Dean’s List 
honored Hannah McDonald and Ellie 
Rosenau, both of Fleming Island, af-
ter they achieved an average of 3.5 or 
better on a 4.0 scale while carrying a 
class load of at least 12 hours during 
the semester.

Nationally recognized for academ-
ic excellence and as an outstanding 
educational value, Berry is an inde-
pendent, coeducational, comprehen-
sive liberal arts college of approxi-
mately 2,100 students. For more than 
a century, the college has offered an 
exceptional education that balances 
intellectual exploration, practical 
learning, and character development. 
Its 27,000-acre campus is the world’s 

largest. Visit www.berry.edu.

Thomas Viens makes Missouri 
Valley College’s Deans List

MARSHALL, Mo. – Dr. Diane Bar-
tholomew, vice president of academic 
affairs for Missouri Valley College, has 
announced Thomas Veins of Green 
Cove Springs made the Dean’s List.

The requirements for the Dean’s 
List are a 3.3 or higher grade point 
average; at least 12 graded hours for 
the semester and no “D,” “F,” or “In-
complete” grades for the semester.

Known for its dynamic, richly 
diverse, and friendly educational 
environment, Missouri Valley College 
offers many opportunities to grow in 

mind, body, and spirit. Grounded in 
the liberal arts, undergraduate studies 
empower students to master interdis-
ciplinary skills needed to succeed in 
a knowledge-based global society.
Pollard on Missouri Southern’s 
Deans List 

Joplin, MO – Orange Park’s Sa-
manta Pollard earned a spot on the 
Dean’s List for the Fall 2021 semester 
at Missouri Southern State University.

To make the Dean’s List, full-time 
students must earn a grade point av-
erage of 3.75 or above on a 4.0 scale. 
The students quali� ed for the honor 
by earning the required GPA while 
enrolled in 12 or more hours of credit 
courses. 

College Briefs 

Lake Asbury
GOLF CART DECORATING CONTEST 

STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE

Christmas on parade in 
Lake Asbury
The annual “unsponsored” community 
Christmas parade included 65 golf carts and 
a � rst-place award for Mike Schwiebert (top, 
left). Carts were decorated for the holidays, 
and most ended their festive ride at Dalton’s 
Sports Grill on Henley Road.
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Arrests & Bokings
 (Name, age, location of arrest, charges). 
Key: FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-Driving 
Without a License-Suspended or Revoked; 
DUI-Driving Under the In� uence; VOP-Vio-
lation of Probation; BAL-blood alcohol level. 
There are no assumptions or representations 
about guilt or innocence. Anyone arrested or 
booked is presumed innocent.

Monday, Dec. 13

Melissa L. Manning, 40, Maxville, VOP-
community control

Sunday, Nov. 21

Stacy M. Rochay, 37, Oakleaf, simple do-
mestic battery

Calendar 
FIRST DAY OUT: RNC MUSIC FESTIVAL: 
featuring The Isley Brothers, Anthony 
Hamilton, Monica and Dru Hill will be 
performed Dec. 31 at 8 p.m. at the VyStar 
Veterans Memorial Arena, 300 A. Phillip 
Randolph Blvd., in Jacksonville. For 
tickets, visit vystarveteransarena.com or 
ticketmaster.
SHEN YUN: will be performed on Jan. 1 
at 2 and 7:30 p.m. and at 2 p.m. on Jan. 2 
at the Thrasher-Horne Center, 283 College 
Dr., Orange Park, on the St. Johns River 
State College campus. For tickets, visit 
thcenter.org or email boxo�  ce@sjrstate.
edu.
CLAY COUNTY PLANNING 
COMMISSION: will meet Jan. 4 at 7 p.m. 
at the BCC Meeting Room, fourth � oor of 
the Administration Building, 477 Houston 
St., Green Cove Springs.
CLAY COUNTY FINANCE AND AUDIT 
COMMITTEE: will meet on Jan. 4 at 1 p.m. 
at the BCC Meeting Room, fourth � oor of 
the Administration Building, 477 Houston 
St., Green Cove Springs.
CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT 
REVIEW COMMITTEE: will meet on Jan. 
6 at 10 a.m. at the Zoning Department 
Conference Room, third � oor of the 
Administration Building, 477 Houston St., 
Green Cove Springs.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet on 
Jan. 6 at 7:30 a.m. at Camp Montgomery, 
88 SE 75th St. in Starke.
GARDEN CLUB OF FLEMING ISLAND:
will meet on Jan. 10 at 10 a.m. at the 
Fleming Island Library, 1895 Town Center 
Blvd. The guest speaker will be master 
gardener Care Villeau of the Green Cove 
Springs Garden Club.

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS: will 
meet on Jan. 11 at 7 p.m. at 470 Madeira 
Dr., Orange Park.
MIDDLEBURG LIONS CLUB: will meet 
on Jan. 11 at 1 p.m. at Cedar River Seafood 
Restaurant, 2475 Blanding Blvd. The public 
is invited.
CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT 
REVIEW COMMITTEE: will meet on Jan. 
13 at 10 a.m. at the Zoning Department 
Conference Room, third � oor of the 
Administration Building, 477 Houston St., 
Green Cove Springs.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet on 
Jan. 13 at 7:30 a.m. at Camp Montgomery, 
88 SE 75th St. in Starke.
THE WINTER JAM 22: featuring Skillet, 
Tauren Wells, KB, Colton Dixon, I Am They, 
Shane Pruitt, Newsong, Abby Robertson, 
Bayside Worship will be performed Jan. 15 
at 7 p.m. at the VyStar Veterans Memorial 
Arena, 300 A. Phillip Randolph Blvd., in 
Jacksonville. For tickets are $10 at the door.
PENNEY FARMS TOWN COUNCIL: will 
meet at 7 p.m. on Jan. 18 at the Town Hall, 
4100 Clark Ave.
CLAY COUNTY FINANCE AND AUDIT 
COMMITTEE: will meet on Jan. 18 at 1 
p.m. at the BCC Meeting Room, fourth 
� oor of the Administration Building, 477 
Houston St., Green Cove Springs.
CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT 
REVIEW COMMITTEE: will meet on Jan. 
20 at 10 a.m. at the Zoning Department 
Conference Room, third � oor of the 
Administration Building, 477 Houston St., 
Green Cove Springs.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet on 
Jan. 20 at 6 p.m. at Clyde’s Cozy Corner 
Café, 195 S. Lawrence Blvd., Keystone 

Heights.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet on 
Jan. 27 at 7:30 a.m. at Camp Montgomery, 
88 SE 75th St. in Starke.
CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF 
ADJUSTMENT: will meet Jan. 27 at 6 p.m. 
at the BCC Meeting Room, fourth � oor of 
the Administration Building, 477 Houston 
St., Green Cove Springs.
CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT 
REVIEW COMMITTEE: will meet on Jan. 
27 at 10 a.m. at the Zoning Department 
Conference Room, third � oor of the 
Administration Building, 477 Houston St., 
Green Cove Springs.
PBR: PENDLETON WHISKY VELOCITY 
TOUR: will make a stop on Jan. 29 at the 
VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena, 300 A. 
Phillip Randolph Blvd., in Jacksonville. For 
tickets, visit vystarveteransarena.com.
BILL ENGVALL: will perform on Jan. 29, 
2022, at 8 p.m. at the Thrasher-Horne 
Center, 283 College Dr., Orange Park. 
For tickets, call (904) 276-6815 or visit 
THcenter.org.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet on 
Feb. 3 at 7:30 a.m. at Camp Montgomery, 
88 SE 75th St. in Starke.
IMAGINE DRAGON: will perform 
on Feb. 8 p.m. at the VyStar Veterans 
Memorial Arena, 300 A. Phillip Randolph 
Blvd., in Jacksonville. For tickets, visit 
vystarveteransarena.com or ticketmaster.
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS: will 
meet on Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. at 470 Madeira 
Dr., Orange Park.
MIDDLEBURG LIONS CLUB: will meet 
on Feb. 8 at 1 p.m. at Cedar River Seafood 
Restaurant, 2475 Blanding Blvd. The public 
is invited.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet on 
Feb. 10 at 7:30 a.m. at Camp Montgomery, 
88 SE 75th St. in Starke.
PENNEY FARMS TOWN COUNCIL: will 
meet at 7 p.m. on Feb. 15 at the Town Hall, 
4100 Clark Ave.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet on 
Feb. 17 at 6 p.m. at Clyde’s Cozy Corner 
Café, 195 S. Lawrence Blvd., Keystone 
Heights.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet on 
Feb. 24 at 7:30 a.m. at Camp Montgomery, 
88 SE 75th St. in Starke.
CLAY BRIDAL SPECTACULAR EXPO: is 
coming to the Thrasher-Horne Center on 
Feb. 27 from 1-4 p.m. The mid-size expo 

o� ers an exclusive setting for one-on-one 
consultations between brides-to-be and 
a variety of wedding vendors. Tickets are 
$5 in advance and $10 at the door, and 
they’re available at thcenter.org or by 
calling (904) 276-6815. Thrasher-Horne is 
located at 283 College Dr. in Orange Park.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet 
on March 3 at 7:30 a.m. at Camp 
Montgomery, 88 SE 75th St. in Starke.
NICKELODEON’S JOJO SIWA 
D.R.E.A.M. THE TOUR: will perform on 
March at 7 p.m. at the VyStar Veterans 
Memorial Arena, 300 A. Phillip Randolph 
Blvd., in Jacksonville. For tickets, visit 
vystarveteransarena.com or ticketmaster.
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS: will 
meet on March 8 at 7 p.m. at 470 Madeira 
Dr., Orange Park.
MIDDLEBURG LIONS CLUB: will meet 
on March 8 at 1 p.m. at Cedar River 
Seafood Restaurant, 2475 Blanding Blvd. 
The public is invited.
RICKY NELSON REMEMBERED: will be 
performed by Ft. Matthew and Gunnar 
Nelson on March 10 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Thrasher-Horne Center, 283 College Dr., 
Orange Park. For tickets, visit thcenter.org.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet 
on March 10 at 7:30 a.m. at Camp 
Montgomery, 88 SE 75th St. in Starke.
ANDRE RIEU: will perform on March11 
at 8 p.m. at the VyStar Veterans 
Memorial Arena, 300 A. Phillip Randolph 
Blvd., in Jacksonville. For tickets, visit 
vystarveteransarena.com or ticketmaster.
PENNEY FARMS 5K: will be March 12 at 
Kohler Park in Penney Farms at 8:30 a.m. 
Email clerk@penneyfarms� .org for more 
information.
WWE RAW: will on March 14 at the VyStar 
Veterans Memorial Arena, 300 A. Phillip 
Randolph Blvd., in Jacksonville. For tickets, 
visit vystarveteransarena.com.
PENNEY FARMS TOWN COUNCIL: will 
meet at 7 p.m. on March 15 at the Town 
Hall, 4100 Clark Ave.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet on 
March 17 at 6 p.m. at Clyde’s Cozy Corner 
Café, 195 S. Lawrence Blvd., Keystone 
Heights.
WAYNE NEWTON: will perform on March 
19 at 8 p.m. at the Thrasher-Horne Center, 
283 College Dr., Orange Park. For tickets, 
visit thcenter.org.



By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

OAKLEAF - Oakleaf High’s boys 
soccer team closed out the � rst half 
of their season with a 1-0 win over 
rival Bartram Trail High School to 
complete a 9-0 � rst half record with 
another familiar rival on the hook for 
game one in January.

With 6A-Fleming Island on the 
schedule for January 5, Oakleaf (9-0, 
ranked ninth in 7A, 22nd in Florida) 
will have just � ve games to � nish off 
the 2021-22 schedule. Clay, Bishop 
Snyder, Orange Park and St. Johns 
Country Day School (4-1-1, 14th in 
2A) complete the Knights schedule 
with the Spartans, the Class 2A run-
nerup last year, the � nal tuneup for 
a deep playoff run. St. Johns returns 
with three wins and a tie ending 
the � rst half of the season including 
a 0-0 tie with Ridgeview. Spartans, 
behind goals from Jacob Graston and 
Bodie Bradford, beat Episcopal 2-0 to 
end their � rst half with a home win. 
Spartans biggest scoring bonanza 
was 8-0 win over St. Francis with two 

goals from Corban Berrang and solo 
goals from Malachi Melicharek, Zion 
Dugan, Josh Lewis, Jacob Graston, 
Shane Reaves and Trey Dubnansky. 
Spartans lone loss was 1-0 to Provi-
dence.

Oakleaf, coached by former girls 
coach Brett Rountree, is led by a 
threesome of scoring with Braden 
Hill and Drew Ammon both � nish-
ing 2021 with seven goals behind top 
scorer Akindele May-Parker who has 
10. Ammon has nine assists for the 
season with Hill dishing six goals.

On defense, Oakleaf has given up 
just one game with more than one 
goal with � ve shutouts.

Bishop Kenny (4-4-1, 17th in 4A) 
scored three goals in a 4-3 Oakleaf 
win. Oakleaf’s district 2-7A lineup is 
full of � repower with Mandarin and 
Creekside both with just one loss and 
Flagler Palm Coast at 7-2-2. 

Fleming Island 
Fleming Island is 5-5, ranked 32nd 

in Class 6A, with four straight losses 

Oakleaf High forward Braden Hill powers into a shot on goal. Hill is leading scorer for 9-0 Knights 
going into holiday break.

Oakleaf soccer 
o�  to 9-0 start

SEE SOCCER, 18

Morgan, Carroll 
deliver as expected

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

FLEMING ISLAND - Much 
anticipation for the 
golf seasons for 
Fleming Is-
land High 
freshman 
Alyzabeth 
Morgan 
and 
Mid-
dle-
burg 
High 
junior 
Chase 
Carroll 
both 
� nished 
almost 
close to 
what was 
expected as 
Morgan domi-
nated for much of 
her freshman season 
for the Golden Eagles and 
Carroll returning to the state tour-
nament still chasing his brother’s 
legacy.

Morgan, highly anticipated to 
be a major player for area golfers, 
did about as much as she could 
to get to a district title, a region 
10th place, but, unfortunately, 
her region � nish (a 75) was out 
of the state advancement require-
ments with two individual quali-
� ers both smoking 69 scores for 
the day and two of the state’s top 
teams at state; champion Lake 

Mary and runnerup Niceville, in 
Morgan’s region. Four of the top 
� ve Class 3A � nishers were from 
region 1-3A.

Despite that little blip, Morgan 
still is chosen as the Clay Today 

SUPER 6 Golf girl 
player of the 

year for her 
out-

stand-
ing 

� rst 
cam-

paign 
as a high 

schooler. Mor-
gan’s season long 

consistency of under 40s, and 
near mid to low 70s for 18 holes 
were a display of stoic play under 
pressure. Her district score of 74 
got that title and her � nish at 75 
at regions was two strokes off the 
mark to go to state. 

Carroll, on the other hand, 
entered his junior season as one 
of the top returners for the area 
in lieu of Fleming Island’s state 
� nish last year and consequent 
no return this year with the entire 

2021 GolfGolf

SEE GOLF, 19
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to the break; Mandarin, Gainesville, 
Bartram Trail and Bolles, with just 
one goal scored against Bartram Trail 
the lone Golden Eagles offensive 
production. 

Ridgeview
At Ridgeview, a penalty kick 1-0 

loss to Fleming Island, a 2-1 loss to 

Soccer 
from page 17

District 2-7A
Bartram Trail (1-3-2)
Creekside (5-1-1)
Flagler Palm Coast (7-2-2)
Mandarin (8-1-0)
Oakleaf (9-0-0)
Sandalwood (4-5-2)

District 3-6A
Atlantic Coast (3-7-1)
Englewood (7-3-1)
First Coast (2-5-0)
Fleming Island (6-5-0)
Fletcher (4-4-1)
Nease (3-7-3)
Ponte Vedra (7-0-2)
St. Augustine (10-1-0)

District 4-5A
Clay (2-2-2)
Middleburg (4-4-0)
Matanzas (5-2-1)
Menendez (2-6-1)
Ridgeview (2-6-1)

District 3-5A
Orange Park
Ed White
Riverside
Stanton
Terry Parker
Westside

District 4-3A
Keystone Heights (6-5-2)
Fort White (2-4-3)
Interlachen (0-6-0)
Newberry (6-4-2)
P.K. Yonge (10-1-1)
Trinity Catholic (8-2-0)
Williston (9-1)

District 4-2A
St. Johns Country Day School (7-2)
Oak Hall (2-4)
St. Francis (5-2-1)
St. Joseph Academy (2-5)

Oakleaf and a 0-0 tie with St. Johns 
Country Day School highlight a 2-6-
1 record. The Panthers return with 
Orange Park on January 6 and � n-
ish with St. Johns a second time on 
January 19 to end the season. 

Orange Park 
Orange Park, 4-2-1, Clay, 2-2-2, 

and Middleburg, 4-4, are playing 
tough ball and could factor into the 
upcoming districts. Orange Park 
and Clay tied to end their � rst half 
schedule. 

Keystone Heights
Keystone Heights, 6-5-2 in Class 

3A, has had a season of two-three 
game wins in a row with two district 
losses to P.K. Yonge (10-1-1). The 
Indians tied rivals Newberry (3-3) 
and Crescent City (2-2) in mid-season 
clashes. Newberry is a key district 
4-3A matchup. Top scorer for coach 
Travis Waters is junior Logan Spence 
with 15 tallies with Chris Anderson 
landing eight into the net. Senior 
Tyler Shaw has dished eight assists. 
Carson Eatmon has 61 saves in goal 
for Keystone Heights. 

Oakleaf forward Ellie Thompson, in black 
jersey, is top scorer for Lady Knights. 

Oakleaf forward Khiendi May-Parker celebrates goal.

Peter Barengo smiles after a goal. Chlose Hammer de� ed the penalty kick of opposing team.
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love without surgery?

To learn more about our non-operative 
solutions, call our office today at 
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appointment with one of our specialists.
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team returning, and is chosen as the 
Clay Today SUPER 6 boy golfer of 
the year.

Carroll, amidst the anticipation of 
his chasing brother Cody’s state title 
for Middleburg, got to the big show 
with an impressive playoff run after 
a steady season run of scores kept 
him just inside the state tournament 
radar.

Carroll, sixth after round one at 
the Class 2A championship tourna-
ment with a 76 � rst round, did not 
fare as well in the second round, 85, 
to fall to 24th.

For the Clay Today SUPER 6 golf 
three girls; Morgan is joined by 
Keystone Heights junior Candace 
Jackson, St. Johns Country Day 
School’s Addy Vogt and Fleming 
Island’s Kalia Polete.

For the boys, Carroll is 
joined by Bronco team-
mate Lucas Wahlstrom, 
Keystone Heights’ 
Alexander Addington 
and Clay’s William Guy 
as three consistent 
scorers for the season 
who stayed within a 
blip of region and state 
tournament berths with 
no preseason fanfare.

All six of the SUPER 
6 selections came as late 
season � nishes were counted 
a bit higher seasonal 
because of weather 
distractions 
throughout the 
fall.

For 
Keystone 
Heights, 
to fol-
low big 
sister 
Camille 
Jackson 
was as 
daunt-
ing a 
task for 
Candace 
Jackson, 
but Candace 
was able to 
hold the mantle of 
the family with pride 
with strong golf all sea-
son. Jackson � nished as Keystone 
Heights top golfer, 13th in region, in 
most of the meets with the graduat-
ing classes returning just two from 
the state team led by sister Camille. 

In the same region as Jackson, 
St. Johns Country Day School fresh-
man Addy Vogt chased down one of 
the state’s best golfers in Bolles’ Tori 
Mouton; a golfer that Camille Jack-
son also chased in many of her state 

Golf 
from page 17

runs, 
to a 
two 
stroke 
runn-
erup at 

regions 
to put her 

hat in the 
state ranks 

very quickly.
For Fleming 

Island’s team, Polete 
low 80s should get to the 70s 

next season and that will be a strong 
complement to Morgan in the next 
few years.

For the boys SUPER 6 three, 
Wahlstrom was Carroll’s wingman 
for most of the season and came 
through as the top guy for matches 
Carroll was not in. A 78 at districts 
was top score for Broncos with Car-

roll off at 82.  Wahlstrom’s play got 
the Broncos to regions as a team; a 
� rst in a while. For Keystone Heights’ 
Addington, in one of the toughest re-
gions in Florida, his 19th place � nish 
among golfers from Bolles, Episcopal, 
Providence and Tallahassee Maclay 
earned him the right to return as a 
top contender next year. Clay Wil-
liam Guy started out with teammate 
Robert Young like gangbusters with 
a slew of early season triumphs 
with the Blue Devils’ offering a 1-2 
punch at the top of the ticket. Guy 
and Young went 1-2 at districts to 
outshoot Wahlstrom for the top three 
spots with one stroke apiece separat-
ing the trio. Wahlstrom got the better 
of the three at regions besting Young 
by two ahead of Guy. In a late season 
dual match, Carroll and Wahlstrom 
both hit 39s to clip Guy and Young 
by two strokes.

season � nishes were counted 

three girls; Morgan is joined by 
Keystone Heights junior Candace 
Jackson, St. Johns Country Day 
School’s Addy Vogt and Fleming 
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a bit higher seasonal 
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throughout the 
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regions 
to put her 
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By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

FLEMING ISLAND - With just three 
area teams sending athletes to the 
state swimming and diving champi-
onship weekends; Oakleaf in Class 
4A, Orange Park and Fleming Island 
in Class 3A, the Clay Today Super 6 
swimming and diving team has one 
gold medalist for the top girl and a 
double medalist for the top boy both 
coming from Fleming Island High 
School.

Maryn McDade, a sophomore 
freestyle sprinter for coach Jordan 
Bright at Fleming Island, entered 
the Class 3A championship meet as 
a heavy favorite in the 50 free and a 
top three favorite in the 100 free. 

McDade delivered on both counts 
with a sterling 50 free gold medal 
performance and a third place in the 
100 free to be selected as the top 
female swimmer for the Clay Today 
Super 6 Swim Team.

Bilyeu, in his senior campaign 
for Bright, turned the jets on the 
end his illustrious career on a team 
built around speed, blasted to an 
eighth place � nish in the 100 but-
ter� y after a fourth place � nish in 
the 50 free earlier in the day. Bilyeu 
is selected as the Clay Today Super 6 
male swimmer of the year for his top 
� nishes.

For McDade, with a top billing 
coming from  her top � nishes at 
the 2020 state meet as a freshman, 
answered the call of being a veteran 
competitor with a steady dose of 
crafty tactics in events lasting just 22 
and 50 seconds. 

In a Class 3A of superfast under-
classmen; top � ve in 50 free all soph-
omores and a freshman including 
three from Fleming Island’s region 
1-3A, will make the next two years 

even faster, hopefully, and even more 
competitive. 

In the 100 free, McDade tied for 
second in a race decided by just .12 
of a second this time with the top 
four all underclassmen; with McDade 
and Chiles sophomore Isabella Ekk in 
region 1-3A. 

For Bilyeu, who was able to see 
how speed comes in the practice 
pool with Bright’s regimen of relay 
speed gold, responded with top per-
formance in two diametrically differ-
ent events; the 50 free, power and 
speed, and the 100 butter� y, strength 
and stamina.

Bilyeu’s 22.20 50 free for the 
region title (and an eighth place state 

ranking) was chased by two freshman 
in a youth and vigor versus age and 
wisdom showdown.

At the state meet, Bilyeu dropped 
nearly half a second to take fourth 
in the 50 free. In his 100 butter� y, at 
regions, was a third place � nish de-
cided by .19 of a second. Bilyeu was 
ranked eighth in the state list after 
regions with his 52.72 improving to a 
52.52 for eighth at state.

For the Clay Today Super 6 girls 
and boys team, the top three after the 
swimmers of the year, Fleming Island 
senior Christine Johnson � nished her 
career with a reputation for being 
her best in the big meets; Oakleaf 
High senior Kylie Loving got a top 10 

� nish in Class 4A in the 100 breast-
stroke while Fleming Island High 
freshman diver Ava Brinkman broke 
records along the way to a over-
whelming district score only to have 
an injury prevent her from competing 
at regions for a shot at the state meet. 

Brinkman’s story was one of a un-
lucky practice dive that kept her from 
adding to her iconic status as a 500-
plus point district champion (240 is 
minimum score to advance) nearly 20 
point better than the second district 
quali� er. The region 1-3A title went 
with a 446.90 score.

For Johnson, who entered her 

Super 6Super 6
SSwim & Dive

wim & Dive

McDade, Bilyeu 
storm to state medals

Jose Medina Logan Shef� er Ryan Pritchard

Ava Brinkman Christine Johnson Maryn Mcdade

SEE SWIM, 21
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senior campaign with two gold relay 
medals and a handful of top 10 
� nishes in multiple events; butter� y, 
freestyle and individual medley, the 
� nal saga included a sixth place in 
the 100 butter� y and a 17th place in 
the 200 IM with a split faster than 
her region quali� er, but not enough 
to get into the top 16.

Loving, for Oakleaf, was ranked 
eighth in the Class 4A ranks after her 
region race with a 1:06.32 and knew 
her best efforts would be needed 
for a top � nish. At the state meet, 
Loving, third at regions, delivered 
a school record and personal best; 
1:05.80, for her 10th place � nish. 

For the boys Super 6 three pack, 
Orange Park senior Jose Medina 
switched gears a bit by preparing 
for the longer 200 and 500 freestyle 
events in a move to show college 
interests versatility and the move 
showed off Medina’s mental tenacity 
with a 17th in the 200 free (1:45.80) 
at the Class 3A championship and 
an 18th place 4:52.56 split in the 
state 500 free race. Medina was in 
Class 2A last year in the 200 and 100 
freestyle state races; 9th in 200 in 
1:44.89 and 20th in the 100 at 49.92.

Number two for the Super 6 boys 
team is Orange Park senior Ryan 
Pritchard who came alive in the � nal 
segments of the region 1-3A 200 in-
dividual medley to stab a 10th place 
� nish and an 11th in the region 1-3A 
100 breaststroke which landed as a 
12th in the state meet at 1:01.50. 

Number three is Oakleaf senior 
distance swimmer Logan Myers who 
took 18th in the 500 free in Class 
4A at 4:45.14. Myers also tagged a 
school record in the 200 free earlier 
in the season. Myers advanced to 
state with a 21st ranked 4:49.63 to 
cut almost � ve seconds off his split 
at the state meet. 

Swim
from page 20
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
866-643-0438

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

AAugust 15-221
Home games for Chicago 
(Cubs/White Sox), Brewers 

and Twins. Also a visit to the 
movie site. 

Tour begin/ends in Minnesota

AApril 16-119
Home games for the 
Houston Astros and 
Texas Rangers.  Tour 
begins in Dallas/Ft. 
Worth and ends in 

Houston

JJune 17-228
Home games for Arizona, 
San Diego, Los Angeles 
(Dodgers & Angels), San 
Francisco, Oakland and 
Seattle.  Tour begins in 

Phoenix and ends in Seattle

BASEBALL

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

1-855-595-2102A FREE ESTIMATE

 YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Life Alert. One press of a button sends
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Time-
share Cancellation Experts.
Over$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
freeinformational package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare!
Freeconsultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 844-405-1099

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease
are leading causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can provide peace of
mind or early detection! Contact Life
Line Screening to schedule your
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149. Call 1-855-708-0597

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote:
Call 1-877-316-7129

Financial
Service

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-844-994-1745
(m)

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Train online to do medical billing! Become a 

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Health Service/
Medical

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$1 .  1 wk, $2  2 wks,
$3 .  3 wks, $  4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$2  1 wk, $4  2 wks,
$  3 wks, $7  4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling Real
Estate or Advertise Your

Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $  Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $

Business
& Svc. Directory:
1.5” x 2” $ /4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $ /4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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The Generac PWR cell, a solar plus
battery storagesystem. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outagesand power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down FinancingOption.
Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-855-706-0484

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your
donation helps fund the search for
missing children. Accepting Trucks,
Motorcycles & RV's too! Fast Free
Pickup -Running or Not -24 Hour
Response- Maximum Tax Donation -
Call (888) 515-3443

GET UNLIMITED ACCESS TO
AMERICA'S BEST SHOPPING CLUB
AND CLAIM YOUR FREE $50
TARGET OR WALMART GIFT CARD
TODAY.
OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE TO THE
FIRST 500 CALLERS OF THIS AD!
CALL TODAY, DON'T DELAY! CALL
800-207-6290.
ASK ABOUT HOW YOU CAN GET A
FREE $50 TARGET OR WALMART
GIFT CARD THAT YOU CAN USE
TODAY WITH YOUR SHOPPING
CLUB!
LIMITED OFFER. DON'T WAIT, CALL
800-207-6290 NOW.

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-855-972-5518

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author`s Guide 1-844-218-1247.
http://dorranceinfo.com/florida

Miscellaneous

Apartment Maintenance Position Available ( TIME)

Duties & responsibilities include but are not limited to the following:
•Basic knowledge of plumbing, electrical, carpentry, painting & appliance repair
•Order supplies & keep inventory
•Complete assigned work as efficiently as possible
•Check the grounds for major repairs & report any discrepancies to the manager 
•Develop, maintain courteous, effective working relationships with clients & vendors

Requires own tools & reliable transportation.  
References, background check & drug test required.
Please apply by sending resume to pinewood@hallmarkco.comPlease apply by sending resume to pinewood@hallmarkco.com

THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER

ARPA Coordinator
Finance Dept.

The Town of Orange Park is seeking candidates 
for the position of ARPA Coordinator. This 
position carries out all duties related to the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021. 
The person is responsible for understanding 
the Federal program, rules, and requirements, 
tracking expenditures, ensuring projects are 
completed within established time frames, makes 
recommendations and policies for implementation 
of the ARPA program based on the priorities 
established by the Town Council. Works with 
internal staff, community members, non-profit 
entities and other government agencies to carry 
out tasks.  Salary range is $40,000 to $45,000 plus 
excellent benefits. 

The full position description and application are 
available at http://www.townoforangepark.com/

town-government/jobs/ Please send a letter of interest, 
resume, and completed employment application by 

Friday, Janaury 14, 2022 to Town of Orange Park, 
Attn: Town Clerk, 2042 Park Avenue,

 Orange Park, FL, 32073 The Town is an equal 
opportunity employer. 

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON
SITE provides FREE diagnosis RE-
MOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING
COVID19. No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon 86407! Restric-
tions apply. 1-855-993-4172)

Computers
& Equipment

**GUN SHOW**
Jan 8 & Jan 9

Sat 9-4, Sun 9-3
Clay County Fair Grounds

2497 State Rd 16 West
Green Cove Springs FL 32043

$8.00 admission
Info Cliffhangers 386-325-6114

Cliffhangersgunshows.com

Guns /
Ammunition

NOTICE OF INTENT
In accordance with Section

121.055 of the Florida Statutes, Clay
County Board of County Commis-
sioners intends to designate the
following listed positions for inclusion
in the Senior Management Service
Class of the Florida Retirement
System.
- Assistant County Manager (3)
- Director of Engineering
Additional information may be ob-
tained by contacting Human Resour-
ces, P.O. Box 1366, Green Cove
Springs, FL 32043.
Legal 48929 Published Dec 23
and Dec 30 in Clay County's Clay
Today Newspaper.

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call
1-855-908-2440Monday through Fri-
day 7AM-5PM PST

RECREATIONRECREATION

Order online: claytodayonline.com

Direct Mailed Thursdays | Call 904-264-3200

Nina Dobrev stars in “Fam,” premiering Thursday on CBS.

Nina Dobrev moves from 
vampires to relatives in ‘Fam’

4 x 3” ad

1 x 5” ad

2 x 2” ad

2 x 2” ad

Thursday, January 3, 2019

RealtyMastersInc.com

Marketing every property As if it were our own.• RESIDENTIAL •• COMMERCIAL •Buying • Selling • Renting(904) 282-0810

6738, 6742 & 6750 Gilda Ct  - Keystone Heights 
$350,00020 acres of beautiful land,

has great potential was used 
at one time for a nursery, still 

has some plants on it. The 2 
story home is sold as is and is 

in need of repair but could be 
a nice home and perfect for a 

handyman, mobile home on 

property was used for a offi ce/storage for the nursery. Has a deep artesian 

well and irrigation system. Three separate addresses with home sitting on 5 

acres , mobile home is on 10 acres and then another 5 acre parcel totaling 20 

acres. ALL SOLD TOGETHER 

2032 CR 220 • South of Orange Park • 904-269-4198 •whiteysfi shcamp.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1963

2020

Bait • Tackle • Boat Rentals • RV Park • Full Service Restaurant

BBaaiitt •• TTTaaTTTT cckkllee •• BBooaatt RReennttaallss •• RRVV PPaa kk

Come see what old Florida is all about

FISH CAMPRESTAURANT& CAMPGROUND
O & O

Whitey’s
The REAL Fish Camp!

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE904-214-3723
2581-A Blanding Blvd.Middleburg, FL 32068MyCustomCart.com

We make customizing your cart easy.

Introducing our NEW54' Large FormatHP 315 Latex PrinterBigger, Faster & Better Quality!

Your Full Service Print Shop!
 Business Cards   Flyers   Brochures   T-Shirts   Banners

 Bindery   Envelopes   Graphic Design..... and much more!
1857 Wells Road, Suite 1 A&B  Orange Park, FL 32073

www.sirspeedyop.com  orders@sirspeedyop.com
Phone: 904-269-5116

Subscribe
Now

Get the weekly 
Entertainment Guide

FREE

$34 Year 

4 Local Coverage

4 Local Sports

4 Community Events

4 National Coupons

4 Community Inserts

4 Classfieds & Legals

No one delivers your local news like the Clay Today!

Tax Service EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Would like to purchase a light
industrial property with 2-10
acres. Existing office/ware-
house desired. Please call
information to 904-284-7473
including property address,
description of property, and
contact info.

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-708-4101.
Special financing for qualified cus-
tomers.

¿Luchando con la deuda fiscal?
¡Resuelve su factura de impuestos
ahora! Detener las acciones de colec-
ción negativas. Negociar pagos men-
suales asequibles. Llame a United Tax
Fix 1-855-620-9258

Real Estate
Wanted

LIKE AJOB? BBB A+Rated, HUD-
Approved NonProfit offeringHardshi
p/Pandemic-related Loss Assistance
for Credit Card & MortgagePay-
ments. Free Confidential Consulta-
tion. 561-472-8000 Debthelper.com

Stay in your home longer withan
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
afree toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation! Call us
at1-877-583-3563 or visit www.walki
ntubquote.com/cpf

Medical Supplies

BCI Bath and Shower- BEAUTIFUL
BATH UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Superior quality bath and
shower systems at AFFORDABLE
PRICES! Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs.
Call Now! 888-460-2264 BATH &
SHOWER UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available.
Call: 888-460-2264

REALREAL
ESTATEESTATE

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
844-721-1875 or visit www.Life55plus
.info/flma

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Your donation helps fund the search
for missing children.  Accepting
Trucks, Motorcycles & RV's too! Fast
Free Pickup Running or Not 24 Hour
Response Maximum Tax Donation
Call (888) 515 3443

Window Treatments Bundle- UP-
DATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional
installation. Top quality - Made in the
USA. Call for free consultation:
866-636-1910. Ask about our spe-
cials!

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
eerTechnical.edu/consumer-informa
tion. (M-F 8am-6pm ET) pounds.
FREE information kit. Call
866-925-2362. Inogen

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices -
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available. Call:
833-957-0862

Donate your car, truck or van.
Help veterans find jobs or start a
business. Call Patriotic Hearts
Foundation. Fast, FREE pick-up.
Max tax-deduction. Operators are
standing by! Call 1-833-909-0926

Need Help with Family Law? Can't
Afford a $5000 Retainer? https://www
.familycourtdirect.com/?network=1
Low Cost Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-$1500 - Get
L e g a l  H e l p  N o w !  C a l l
1-844-415-4092 Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

Schools /
Instructional Miscellaneous Miscellaneous MiscellaneousHome

Improvements
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Baptist Medical Center 
Clay is on the way!
Construction of our new hospital, Baptist Medical Center Clay, is 

in full swing. Baptist Clay will be a full-service 100-bed hospital on 

Fleming Island opening in the fall of 2022. 

Our new six-story hospital will have a wide range of medical services 

and patient-friendly features: 

• 100 large, welcoming private rooms

• Women’s Services

• Large Labor & Delivery Center

• Cardiology

• Neurology

• Gastroenterology 

• Orthopedics 

• Oncology 

• Pulmonology 

• Endocrinology

• Outdoor dining 

• Coffee shop

• Large community conference room 

• Jogging path connecting to Black Creek Trail

These services complement those we already have at our existing 

Baptist Clay campus, including an adult ER, a Wolfson Children’s 

Hospital ER, an ambulatory surgery center, specialty services, 

and imaging. 

Meet Darin Roark
Baptist Medical Center Clay will 

be led by Darin Roark, BSN, MBA, 

RN, FACHE, a long-time Baptist 

Health executive and resident of 

Fleming Island. 

“Clay County residents tell us they 

need more hospital-based health 

care services close to where they 

live and work,” said Roark, hospital 

president. “Having a full-service 

hospital nearby will eliminate the 

need for travel, while providing the 

medical expertise that Baptist Health 

is known for.

“As a Clay County resident for many 

years, I am excited and humbled by 

the opportunity to bring world-class, 

patient-focused health care to 

Clay County,” said Roark.

We’re looking forward to being 
your community hospital! 

1747 Baptist Clay Drive
Fleming Island, FL 32003

OPENING 

FALL 2022

CLAY 39737 New Hospital Construction CT CCL AD_v01.indd   1CLAY 39737 New Hospital Construction CT CCL AD_v01.indd   1 9/17/21   9:47 AM9/17/21   9:47 AM
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